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INTRODUCTION 
The legal function of the Cooperative Extension Service 
in Agriculture and Home Economics* in Iowa is to disseminate 
useful and practical information on subjects relating to 
agriculture, home economics, and rural and community develop­
ment to all people in the state, and to encourage the appli­
cation of the same. 
The enabling acts which govern the extension service in 
Iowa are both state and national in origin. They are : 
1. "An act donating public lands to the several states 
and territories which may provide colleges for the benefit 
of agriculture and mechanic arts, " (ij.0, p. 3) approved July 
2, 1862, and known as the Morrill Act, and amendments to this 
act. 
2. "An act to provide for cooperative agricultural ex­
tension work between the colleges in the several states re­
ceiving the benefits of an Act of Congress, approved July 2, 
1862, and acts supplementary thereto, and the United States 
Department of Agriculture," (Z4.O, p. 7) approved May 8, 191i|., 
and known as the Smith-Lever Act, and amendments to this act. 
3. "County Agricultural Extension Law," approved by the 
56th General Assembly of the State of Iowa and known as Senate 
File 198. (1) 
""Hereinafter referred to as the extension service, 
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Outside of the fact that the Smith-Lever law prohibits 
using any money appropriated under this law in educational 
work with people attending or resident in land-grant colleges, 
there are no restrictions placed on the personnel with whom 
this work may be conducted. There are, however, restrictions 
as to the content area of such educational programs. The 
Smith-Lever law specifies that the content area shall be 
"subjects relating to agriculture and home economics." (l+O, 
p. 7) 
The Iowa County Agricultural Extension Law specifies 
that the content of the educational program shall be "subjects 
relating to agriculture, home economics, and rural and commun­
ity life." (1, p. 11) 
The extension service idea was conceived and put into 
operation at a time when rural life was relatively simple and 
when rural people were relatively isolated from urban life. 
It is obvious that this situation has changed. The inter-
relatedness of rural and non-rural life and the interdepend­
ence and opportunities for communication between these groups 
are common knowledge. 
The extension service started its work primarily with 
farm people. There are obvious reasons for this. One is the 
content areas of agricultural and home economics information 
specified in the law. Another is the fact that the program 
was and is administered through the United States Department 
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of Agriculture and the state colleges of agriculture. Still 
another is the fact that employees are, in most cases, re­
quired to possess college degrees in either agriculture or 
home e c onornic s. 
At present, extension programs are still being conducted 
primarily with farm people, but there is a trend toward in­
cluding non-farm families, especially in the home economics 
phases of the program. 
It was estimated that in 1952, extension home economics 
programs reached 35.1 percent of the farm families in the 
United States, 11.6 percent of the rural non-farm families 
and 1.1 percent of the urban families. (38) 
Estimates for Iowa indicate that in 1955, all phases of 
the extension service program gave direct assistance to 
183,304 different families. Of these, II4.0,347 or 76.6 percent 
were actively engaged in farming, 17,272 or 9.1| percent were 
classified as rural non-farm families, and 25,685 or 14.0 per­
cent were urban families. (45) 
One reason for the trend toward conducting extension pro­
grams with non-farm people is the County Agricultural Exten­
sion Law, passed by the 56th General Assembly of the State of 
Iowa in 1955, which provides for an elected group of local 
people to be responsible for the preparation and adoption of 
the educational program of extension work and for the carrying 
out of the same. (1) Prior to the passage of this law, the 
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board of directors of the county farm bureau in each county 
was responsible for the planning and conducting of extension 
programs at the county level. Under the new law the elected 
group, known as the county extension council, more nearly 
represent the rural non-farm and urban people and many more 
women are members of these councils than were members of 
county farm bureau boards. 
These two facts, namely, the growing interrelatedness of 
farm and non-farm life and the recent changes in the Iowa law, 
have resulted in more requests for extension work, primarily 
in home economics, in the non-farm areas of Iowa. Also, 
those responsible for home economics extension programs in the 
state have become increasingly aware of the opportunities 
present for conducting more extension programs with the non-
farm people of the state. 
As was stated recently: (27, p. 695) 
Traditionally, extension service programs have 
been concerned chiefly with rural families and the 
home economics programs were designed for their 
suitability to the needs of farm families; living 
a rural way of life. Traditionally, also, the usual 
work area for the home demonstration agent has been 
the county. Today an increasing number of counties 
are predominately urban or suburban and the extension 
workers are scanning their programs and their methods 
with this fact in mind." 
In view of the restrictions placed on the subject matter 
or content areas of extension programs, it would seem that a 
logical starting point for greater program emphasis with non-
farm people would be with home economics extension programs. 
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This is based on the assumption that rural non-farm and urban 
homemakers have greater interest in and need for home econom­
ics information than rural non-farm and urban men have for 
agricultural information. 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study was to examine the character­
istics and attitudes of the rural farm homemakers and the 
rural non-farm homemakers, who lived in the village in the 
same community, to determine the differences between these 
two groups; and to study the implications of these differences 
on the planning and conducting of home economics extension 
programs in the community. Values, homemaking problems, home-
making practices, social participation, sources of homemaking 
information, knowledge and use of extension, and other static 
and dynamic factors were studied to determine the degree to 
which these two groups were enough alike that the same or 
similar programs could be conducted with them, or to determine 
what different programs might be conducted successfully with 
each group. 
Scope 
This study was limited to the two groups of homemakers 
discussed in the previous section; namely, the rural farm 
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homemakers and the homemakers living in the village center of 
the same community. It was further limited to the Collins, 
Iowa community, located primarily in the southeastern corner 
of Story County but including small areas of Jasper County to 
the south and Marshall County to the east. 
The characteristics and attitudes studied were those 
usually considered by extension administrators and teachers 
when they plan and conduct educational programs. In addition 
to these, the characteristics and attitudes suggested by the 
literature were examined. The major emphasis was upon the 
implications of the characteristics and attitudes for the ad­
ministration of home economics programs with both rural farm 
and village homemakers in the community. 
Meed and Significance 
No study of the nature of this one has been reported, 
insofar as the writer has been able to learn. Since the op­
portunity to conduct extension educational programs with 
village homemakers is now present, there is urgent need for 
research in this field. 
The need for extension work in towns and villages has 
indeed been recognized for some time. The following quota­
tions from a 1937 publication are noted: (7, pp. 2ij.5-22j.6) 
Obviously, the weakest spot in rural adult 
education is the village. The Agricultural 
Extension Service ... is doing little if any-
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thing in the village and town centers .... 
Clearly, the broader and more socialized pro­
grams of the extension service must be rapidly ex­
panded. Clearly, too, this service with its 
trained personnel should be placed at the disposal 
of villages, at least to the extent that the vil­
lages are not already meeting their needs through 
the schools. 
A recent statement indicates that : (27 p. 697) 
Though extension work has been traditionally 
focused on the rural family, there is no legal 
requirement that this be so ... . Hence, from 
the standpoint of extension's enabling legisla­
tion, there is no provision inhibiting or prevent­
ing extension from working with urban people as 
well as farm people. The same is true for all 
those falling between two general categories, 
with respect to place of residence and means of 
livelihood. 
This study was a pilot attempt to furnish data that would 
enable those responsible for home economics extension programs 
to make a sound decision as to whether or not they should at­
tempt to initiate a program with the village women in the 
Collins community. If a decision is made to initiate such a 
program, this study should furnish data on which to base sound 
decisions regarding the processes of initiating and conducting 
such a program. 
This study may also serve as the forerunner of other 
studies that will furnish more accurate data on which other 
administrative decisions may be based. 
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THE OBJECTIVES, ORGANIZATION AND OPERATIONAL-
PROCEDURES OP IOWA EXTENSION SERVICE PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN 
The extension service is an educational agency. As such, 
it is concerned with learning and teaching and with the end 
product of learning, which is changed behavior on the part of 
individuals. The educational principles under which the ex­
tension service operates can be classified under six general 
headings as follows: 
1. General objectives of the extension service. 
2. Program planning. 
3. Formulation of teaching objectives. 
it.. Plan of work. 
5. Execution of the plan. 
6. Evaluation to determine results. 
General Objectives 
The general objectives of the extension service arise 
primarily from the legislation which authorized the service. 
The Smith-Lever law (lj.0) states that the purpose of the 
service is to aid in diffusing information and to encourage 
the application of this information. 
Likewise the authorizing legislation in Iowa states (1) 
that the purpose of the service is to aid in disseminating 
information and to encourage the application of the same. 
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The people responsible for administering the legislation 
through the years have had considerable influence in estab­
lishing the working objectives of the service, due to the fact 
that the laws did not delineate specific objectives of the 
service. Present objectives reflect the original laws, the 
past experiences of operation of the service, and some of the 
thinking of extension leaders regarding the future opportuni­
ties of the service. 
The general objectives of the Iowa State College Exten­
sion Service in Agriculture and Home Economics have been 
stated as follows: (17, p. 6) "To extend education to the 
people of Iowa in agriculture, home economics and related 
fields suitable for their full and well-rounded development." 
This general objective has been elaborated so as to include 
these seven parts : 
1. That people shall realize their productivity poten­
tial in view of their talents and goals and the limitations 
imposed by personal and social factors. 
2. That people achieve full personality development in 
their individual and family life and reach their personal and 
family goals. 
3. That people achieve a high degree of physical well 
being. 
1|_. That people achieve a high degree of cultural ap­
preciation. 
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5. That people achieve a wise use of their resources as 
family members and consumers. 
6. That people develop their community so that it adds 
to their satisfactions, enriches their family and group life 
and the life of individuals. 
7. That people achieve a responsible role as citizens 
in society. 
As with the general objectives of education itself, there 
are many sets of general objectives that have been .formulated 
for the extension service. DeYoung states that: (15, p. ^ 08) 
"Every statement of (educational) purposes develops from the 
judgment or scale of values held by some person or group. 
Educational leaders and professional groups have listed the 
objectives in various ways." 
This has been true of extension workers, too. Sets of 
objectives have been prepared by national, regional and state 
groups, but there is no one objective or set of objectives to 
which all extension workers subscribe. 
Program Planning 
Whereas the understanding of general objectives answers 
the question : "Toward what ends are we working?", the under­
standing of program planning answers the question: "What 
shall be taught ?" The modern school of thought stresses the 
need for teacher-pupil planning, particularly in adult 
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education. Spears indicates that (34» P* 72) 
To assure experiences meaningful to the learner, 
pupil-teacher planning should be accepted as normal 
procedure. Thus, the curriculum cannot be set rigid­
ly in advance. The curriculum must be flexible, thus 
respecting variations in student needs as well as the 
fact that education is a matter of time and place. 
Since its creation, the extension service has used three 
different philosophies regarding the development of extension 
programs. In the early days the programs were pre-determined. 
The solutions to the major farm and home problems were obvious 
to trained workers and the programs consisted of what the 
agents felt needed to be taught. A second and opposite phi­
losophy developed after World War I, when extension agents 
began to realize that farmers and homemakers should have the 
opportunity to determine their own programs. At this time the 
programs were based on the immediate interests of the people 
concerned and not necessarily on their needs as recognized by 
professionally trained people. At tiie present time the philos­
ophy favors a combination of the first two, namely--joint 
planning by extension service employees and local people who 
are participants in extension programs. (18) 
Since it would be impractical to plan with all partici­
pants, representative participants plan with the professional 
employees of the extension service. 
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Fomulation of Teaching Objectives 
At the completion of the planning process the major areas 
of consideration have been determined and the general educa­
tional objectives have been indicated. The next step is to 
formulate specific teaching objectives, including specific 
people to be reached, specific subject matter or content area 
to be taught, and specific behavior changes expected of the 
participants. 
Plan of Work 
Teaching tools are selected and plans are made for creat­
ing teaching-learning situations in which the teaching methods 
can be used to meet the educational objectives specified. The 
extension agent refers to this as his plan of work. A care­
fully developed plan of work contributes to good method; it 
helps avoid omitting essential elements of a program; it pro­
vides a timetable; it helps keep proper emphasis on the vari­
ous parts of the total program; and it gives the extension 
worker confidence and direction. A plan of work corresponds 
to the lesson plan or outline of the classroom teacher. 
Selection of teaching tools to carry out an extension 
*For a discussion of levels of objectives and the differ­
ences between general objectives and specific teaching objec­
tives, see Burton (9, pp. 269-275). 
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program is a part of the development of a plan of work. The 
extension worker uses the standard teaching tools of the 
classroom teacher plus such others as the home visit, the 
office call, the news story, and the radio and television pro­
gram to provide teaching-learning situations with the people 
he is trying to teach. 
Execution of the Plan 
Program execution is the process of carrying through 
previously planned educational jobs and learning situations 
as set forth in the plan of work. As situations change, ad­
justments and alterations are made in the plan based on re-
evaluation of the situation. Lay leaders usually assist ex­
tension workers in the execution of phases of the program. 
Evaluation 
The execution of the plan of work should produce certain 
results in terms of desired changes in behavior of the persons 
participating in the learning-teaching experiences. Evalua­
tion is the process of determining what behavior changes have 
been made. Educational evaluation contributes to the follow­
ing purposes: 
1. Helps determine progress. 
2. Helps determine the degree to which objectives 
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are being or have been met. 
3. Helps the teacher know more about his personnel; 
their needs, interests, individual differences, 
values, etc. 
I4.. Serves as a check on teaching procedures. 
5. Provides a report to the public. 
6. Gives satisfaction to teachers and pupils (39). 
Organization of the Extension Service 
The extension service is a cooperative arrangement be­
tween the United States Department of Agriculture, Iowa State 
College and county extension districts. There is a memorandum 
of understanding between the United States Department of Agri­
culture and Iowa State College, and between Iowa State College 
and each county extension district. These memoranda provide 
the basis for cooperation between these groups. The Secretary 
of Agriculture, through the administrator of the Federal Ex­
tension Service, acts for the United States Department of 
Agriculture ; the director of the Iowa State College Extension 
Service in Agriculture and Home Economics acts for the Iowa 
State College, and the county extension council acts for the 
county extension district. These three groups are jointly 
responsible for employment of personnel, for financing the 
work, and for furnishing information on which programs are 
built. 
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The Federal Extension Service exists to do those things 
which the state extension services cannot do readily or 
easily* It mobilizes, interprets and prepares the resources 
of the United States Department of Agriculture for the use of 
the state extension services, and administers the work at the 
federal level. It gathers and interprets area, national and 
international data; it obtains and organizes the active co­
operation and support of regional and national groups; it 
approves work that is financed in whole or in part by federal 
funds; and it informs the public about extension programs and 
their results. (28) 
As with the Federal Extension Service, the state exten­
sion service is organized to do those things that the several 
counties cannot do effectively or efficiently. It is staffed 
by administrators, supervisors, staff service personnel and 
specialists. In general, the state extension service per­
forms , at the state level, those tasks listed for the Federal 
Extension Service at the national level. In addition, the 
supervisory personnel actively supervise personnel employed 
at the county level. 
The basic unit of the extension service is the county 
extension service. It is at this level that the majority of 
the teaching takes place. County extension personnel working 
with local people determine the content and objectives of the 
program, arrange teaching-learning situations, carry out the 
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teaching and evaluate the results of such teaching. In addi­
tion to this role as teachers, they help people organize their 
resources to solve their problems and are alert to factors and 
conditions affecting the people in the county. 
Operational Procedure 
The director of the Iowa State College Extension Service 
in Agriculture and Home Economics and his associates--the 
associate director and the assistant directors—are responsi­
ble for all phases of the extension program in the state. One 
of the assistant directors is assigned responsibility for home 
economics extension work. Staff members are assigned to per­
form certain services for these administrators. An example of 
these staff services is the information service, which pro­
vides news releases to newspapers and radio and television 
stations. The information service also maintains a film li­
brary and a supply of other audio and visual aids. 
Supervisors serve in a liaison role between the director 
of the state extension service and the county extension coun­
cil and the county extension personnel. They are responsible 
for the work of the county personnel and are responsible for 
their training. They represent the director in meeting with 
the council on employing personnel, setting salaries, and 
adopting programs, procedures and policies at the county 
level. Supervisors have a definite influence on the attitudes 
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of the county extension agents toward their role, their op­
portunities and responsibilities, and toward new programs and 
recommendations. An example of the latter would be their 
attitude toward starting an expanded program with non-farm 
homemakers. District home economics supervisors are responsi­
ble for the supervision of county extension home economists. 
Specialists are assigned to and are a part of the subject 
matter departments on the campus in which area their work 
naturally falls. They keep current regarding latest research 
work in their field and interpret this information to county 
extension workers, county program planning committees and 
others. They not only teach other extension workers but are 
also able to assist county extension workers in their planning 
to teach others. In other words, they are subject matter 
specialists and also specialists in how to teach the informa­
tion in their particular field. They prepare printed materi­
als for both professional and lay people and teaching materi­
al for use by agents. They meet with program planning com­
mittees at the county level and help them see possibilities in 
the way of educational programs at the county level in their 
particular field of work. Subject matter specialists also 
make talks and other presentations to state, district and 
local groups. 
At the county level there are county extension directors, 
assistant county extension directors, county extension youth 
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assistants and county extension home economists. The first 
three titles are held by men trained in agriculture. The 
latter position is held by a woman who has had training in 
home economics. As county extension workers, they are jointly 
employed by the United States Department of Agriculture, Iowa 
State College and the county extension district. 
In following through with their assignments in a county, 
they operate within the general objectives of the extension 
service. They are involved directly in the other five areas 
of education listed on the first page of this chapter, namely 
--program planning, formulation of teaching objectives, 
developing and executing a plan of work and conducting evalua­
tion to measure results. 
The county extension council, elected by the voters of 
the county extension district, is responsible for planning the 
program and for seeing that it is carried out. The county ex­
tension workers work with the council in these areas. They 
work together to decide on the content of the program and the 
general objectives to be achieved. The final decision as to 
content rests with the council. The agents take major respon­
sibility for the formulation of the teaching objectives and 
for the formulation of the plan of work. The council assists 
in the formulations of these. The evaluation to determine 
results is a joint undertaking. 
Thus, the decision to carry out an expanded program with 
19 
village women in the Collins community would be a decision of 
the Story County extension council. However, the influence 
resulting from professional guidance by the assistant director 
of extension for the home economics, the district home econom­
ics supervisor and the county extension home economist should 
be recognized because it could be considerable. 
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FACTORS CONSIDERED IN PLANNING AND CONDUCTING 
EXTENSION HOME ECONOMICS PROGRAMS 
The extension personnel who are responsible for planning, 
conducting, and evaluating home economics programs, take into 
account certain concepts and principles from the fields of 
educational psychology, educational sociology, and education. 
The purpose of this section is to bring together some of these 
concepts and principles and to set forth some of the reasons 
why they apply. The literature will be reviewed, the data 
analyzed, and the discussion centered around these concepts 
and principles. 
Some of the concepts and principles which affect extension 
education are associated with the personal characteristics of 
individual women. Age, education, values, attitude toward 
change, attitude toward education, and attitude toward home-
making are examples of same of the factors which affect what 
the extension personnel teach and how they teach it. Other 
concepts and principles are associated with the groups to 
which women belong or with which they identify. Their formal 
and informal participation patterns, the degree of such par­
ticipation, their relationships with the organizations in the 
community, and the influences that the community and its 
organizations have on the individual a re examples of factors 
which also influence what extension personnel teach and how 
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they teach it» Many other factors which are of importance to 
the extension educator are not easily classified into either 
the personal characteristics or the group influences cate­
gories . An example would be the current uses of certain 
recommended homemaking practices. However, it is logical to 
assume that the current use of recommended practices is the 
result of the interaction of several personal and group fac­
tors including values, attitude toward change, contacts with 
the educational opportunities available, visiting patterns, 
social participation, and many others. The factors discussed 
in this section are classified into personal characteristics, 
group influences, and other factors. The last category in­
cludes those factors that are related to both personal and 
group influences. 
Personal Characteristics 
Age itself may not be an important factor for the exten­
sion worker to consider as decisions are made concerning what 
to teach and how to teach it. However, as age affects the 
values of homemakers, the problems they face, their participa­
tion in formal and informal groups, their attitude toward in­
novations in homemaking, the opportunities they might have had 
for formal education, and the homemaking practices they use, 
then age needs to be considered in planning and conducting 
homemaking programs. 
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Educational level is an item of information that is valu­
able in planning and conducting educational programs in home 
economics because it affects the ability of the homemakers to 
understand written and spoken words, symbols and concepts. 
Thus educational level influences the effectiveness of materi­
al and would affect the level at which such material could be 
written or spoken and be understood by the homemakers. For 
example, if one group had a much higher educational level than 
the other, the first group migjit be expected to secure infor­
mation from printed materials and could understand concepts 
and abstractions while the second group might require the use 
of more simple language, pictures, and actual demonstrations. 
Thus different teaching methods could be used with the two 
groups. 
Participation in educational programs such as adult 
evening classes would furnish clues as to the interest of the 
homemakers in learning. Participation in lj.-rl club work and 
home economics in high school would give some estimate of the 
background of formal and semi-formal study in the home econom­
ics field. If one group had had more participation in l±-E 
club work and high school home economics, it might be possible 
for the content of the initial program with one group to be 
more advanced than the content of the initial program with the 
other group. Also, the pace might be more rapid with the 
first group. The 4-H club experience would also serve as one 
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item of information about previous contacts with extension 
work. 
It is logical to assume that women who work outside the 
home might not have as much time or would require a different 
time structuring to participate in fonnal and informal activ­
ities and events. They might not be at home at the time radio 
and television programs on homemaking are presented and might 
use different practices and have different problems because of 
the time they spend working outside the home. These differ­
ences would influence content and methods selected for a home 
economics education program. 
Whether or not the women had children could influence 
their values and problems and, if the children are small, 
could interfere with attendance and participation in organiza­
tions and extension activities. 
Extension educators recognize that values held by women 
are a factor influencing their attitudes and actions, includ­
ing participation in home economics extension programs. 
Values held by the homemakers dictate goals. In some cases 
the home economics extension program can and does provide 
means to aid the homemaker in reaching her goals and a know­
ledge of these goals would aid in program planning. One 
specific value of concern to the extension educator is the 
importance attached by homemakers to the adoption of new home-
making practices. If this is a high ranking value among the 
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homemakers there is apt to be a desire on the part of the 
homemakers to learn new homemaking ideas and practices. This 
value might indicate the degree to which the homemaker is 
ready and willing to learn. Homemakers also place values on 
the means by which the information is disseminated and a know­
ledge of these values are helpful in selecting teaching meth­
ods . 
The perception by the homemaker of herself in relation to 
the adoption of new practices and ideas would give the exten­
sion educator some clues as to how the extension worker might 
appeal to the homemaker. For example, a homemaker who felt 
she was above average in the adoption of new ideas and prac­
tices could be appealed to on the basis of keeping ahead and 
the feeling of satisfaction that goes with being ahead, where­
as the homemaker who felt she was below average might be ap­
pealed to on the basis of keeping up to date. If a difference 
appeared between the two groups in regard to the perception 
by the homemaker of herself in relation to new ideas, then 
different teaching tools could be selected. 
Homemakers vary according to how they adopt new ideas and 
practices. An understanding of where the homemakers are with 
respect to this item of information would be of value to the 
extension educator as teaching methods are determined. For 
example, a group which adopted ideas from reading or hearing 
about them could be taught with different methods than could a 
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group that had to see an idea work before they would adopt it. 
It is recognized that many sources of homemaking informa­
tion are available to the homemaker. A knowledge of what the 
homemakers perceive as valid sources of information would be 
helpful to the extension staff member as methods of disséminât 
ing information are determined. For example, if the farm wo­
men would perceive the mass media as a valid source of infor­
mation and the village women would not perceive the mass media 
as a valid source, then the teaching tools selected to reach 
the two groups would need to be different. 
Group Influences 
Many formal and informal groups participate in all phases 
or in parts of the total home economics extension program. 
The number and kinds of women who participate in such groups 
is an item of information which will help extension staff mem­
bers in determining the emphasis to place upon teaching 
through such groups and in selecting teaching tools to carry 
out the program. Also, it is recognized that when social 
contacts are made, whether they be of a formal or an informal 
nature, that homemaking information is likely to be discussed 
and new ideas diffused. A knowledge of the number or people 
involved and the frequency of such contacts would help the 
extension worker decide upon the intensity of wo rk in the 
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community and the methods to use. For example, if most of 
the people were participating in such contacts and if these 
contacts were frequent then ideas could be taught to a few 
individuals with reasonable assurance that they would be 
diffused to other homemakers in the community. 
The community is the focal point for the diffusion of 
much home economics information to homemakers. Community 
meetings are held and community groups are either formally 
or informally organized to participate in the home economics 
extension program. Some of the existing organizations par­
ticipate in phases of the program in addition to their other 
activities. An understanding of the reactions of the home-
makers to the community and the organizations within the com­
munity should be helpful to the extension worker as decisions 
are made regarding the emphasis to be placed on the community 
organizations and upon community meetings and activities as 
methods of disseminating information to homemakers. For ex­
ample, if the village women indicated a high degree of iden­
tity with the community and thought that the organizations in 
the community were working together for the benefit of the 
community whereas the farm women did not share such percep­
tions, then the use of community activities and organizations 
as vehicles through which information could be diffused would 
probably yield more results with the village women than with 
the farm women. 
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Homemakers participate in formal and infomal organiza­
tions and activities, in part at least, according to their 
perceptions of their status in the community and their per­
ception of what others in the community expect from them in 
the way of organizational participation and leadership. This 
information thus becomes helpful to the extension educator as 
decisions are made concerning the groups through which the 
program can be carried, which people can be organized into 
groups and the appeals to make to secure participation. 
Since one of the common means of disseminating homemaking 
information through the extension service is through formal 
or infomal study groups organized for the purpose of cooper­
ating with the home economics program, the willingness of 
homemakers to take the leadership required to initiate and 
maintain such groups is necessary if this method is to be 
used. 
Homemakers learn from other homemakers with whom they 
have contact so a knowledge of visiting patterns becomes im­
portant as the extension worker selects teaching tools. Cer­
tain homemakers become the first ones in the community to 
adopt new ideas and practices. The ability of homemakers to 
recognize these community innovators and the reaction of home-
makers to the community innovators becomes important, especial­
ly in deciding whether or not to use local demonstrators or 
demonstrations. Homemakers who do not recognize that commun-
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ity innovators exist or who have a negative attitude toward 
such innovators could probably not be influenced to adopt an 
idea if it were taught to the innovator. 
Other Factors 
One of the principles of teaching has been expressed as 
"begin where the learner is." (19, p« SI4.) Homemakers are not 
likely to be anxious to participate in extension home econom­
ics programs if they do not recognize that they have problems 
in the field of home economics. Similarly they are not likely 
to participate if the programs do not include help on the 
problems which the homemakers recognize. For example, if the 
village women recognized no homemaking problems and farm women 
recognized problems in many areas, the content areas of the 
initial programs and the initial teaching methods would be 
different. The initial attempts with the village women might 
be to help them become aware of better homemaking methods and 
creating a desire on their part to improve. Thus the home-
making problems recognized by the homemakers are a necessary 
item of information in planning home economics programs. The 
recognized problems may be starting points in the teaching 
process because one of the principles of teaching has been 
stated as "the new must be related to the old." (19, p. 85) 
In addition to the homemaking problems recognized, the 
homemaking practices would serve as the starting point in the 
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teaching process. A home economics extension program that 
included practices already in use by all the homemakers or 
one that included practices too far beyond the present level 
would probably not find acceptance by the homemakers. A pro­
gram that recognized the present level of practices and then 
led the homemakers one or two steps beyond would have a better 
chance of success. 
As indicated above, several sources of homemaking infor­
mation are available to the homemaker. Some are used by the 
extension service directly and some are used indirectly as the 
service disseminates information to the homemakers. A knowl­
edge of the present use of the various sources by the home-
makers would be helpful to the extension worker as methods of 
disseminating information are determined. Radio and tele­
vision are being used by the extension service to disseminate 
homemaking information. Other government agencies; business 
and other professional people; the mass media; and friends, 
neighbors, and relatives disseminate information relating 
directly or indirectly to homemaking. Relative emphasis could 
be placed on the various teaching tools if differences between 
the farm and village women in the present uses of the sources 
of information were to be demonstrated. 
If homemakers do not know that the extension service 
exists, do not recognize it as a source of information or 
help, and if they have no contacts with it, then the service 
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cannot function very effectively as an agency for the diffu­
sion of information. The number of homemakers who know of the 
service, know its objectives, the people who can give service, 
and the means of securing such service is an item of informa­
tion helpful to the extension educator in deciding whether or 
not a program could be started with a particular group, when 
the program might be started, and which teaching tools might 
be used in the initial stages of a program. Homemakers who 
recognize that they have received help from extension, who 
have contacts of one kind or another with extension, and are 
favorable toward extension are likely to participate in exten­
sion programs with a minimum of promotion on the part of the 
extension staff members. If the homemakers are not aware of 
the service and the means of using it, or if they have no 
contacts with it or do not recognize that they have received 
help from it, they will probably not be prone to use it in the 
future without some understanding of it and encouragement to 
use it. The content of the initial program and the methods 
selected to bring homemaking information to such people would 
be different from the content material and methods selected 
to bring information to people who are already using the 
service and who recognize that the service is of help to them. 
For example, the content of an initial program for people not 
aware of the service might be limited to developing an aware­
ness and an understanding of the service. 
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The extension service has many teaching methods available 
for use in the diffusion of homemaking information. If the 
extension educator were aware of the preferences of the home-
makers as to the means by which they would like to receive 
homemaking information, this would enable the extension staff 
member to be more effective in selecting methods of reaching 
the homemakers. 
The factors considered in planning and conducting exten­
sion hone economics programs discussed in this section serve 
as the framework of the study. However, in the review of 
literature, the analysis of data and the discussion sections, 
the factors will be organized on a more functional basis from 
the point of view of the extension worker. 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
No studies have been reported that deal directly with 
the implications of characteristics and attitudes of farm and 
village women for home economics extension programs. Neither 
does the literature reveal that any such studies are in 
progress. It is certain that no such study has been made or 
is being made in a rural community in Iowa. 
A number of studies related to but not paralleling this 
investigation have been made in the United States. These are 
reviewed under the eight general areas into which the data in 
this investigation have been analyzed. These eight areas are 
as follows: 
Static factors 
Value orientation 
Homemaking problems 
Homemaking practices 
Sources of homemaking information 
Knowledge and use of extension 
Community associated factors 
Formal and informal participation 
Static Factors 
Age 
A number of studies have attempted to relate age and 
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participation in extension and in public school adult educa­
tion programs for women. In general, these studies indicate 
that the youngest and the oldest age groups participate the 
least. However, since other factors were not held constant 
in most of these studies, age itself may not be a basic factor 
in extension participation. The U. S. Department of Agricul­
ture reports (38) that extension studies indicate that the 
farm homemakers not reached by extension include a relatively 
higher proportion of the farm women 20-29 years of age, and 
that the same is true of the rural non-farm homemakers. 
A study of participation in home economics extension in 
South Carolina by Carson and Gallup (10) showed no difference 
in average ages between participants and non-participants. 
In a New Hampshire study Niederfrank (31) found that age 
makes some difference in the participation of housewives in 
extension, that predominantly the younger families were 
reached the least by extension and that age seems to affect 
the participation of women more than that of men. He reports 
that the most important factor, however, is not so much age 
as whether or not there are small children in the family. 
A study by the State University of Louisiana (36) found 
little difference between the percentages of recommended 
practices adopted by homemakers ij.0 years of age and those 39 
years or under. 
A recent study by Chadderdon and Lyle (11) of Iowa women 
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who attended adult homemaking classes conducted by the public 
schools indicated that women of different ages have some dif­
ferent reasons for attending such classes. 
A Nebraska study (30) of members of home extension 
clubs indicates that more of their members are in the 30-39 
year age group than any other with smaller percentages in each 
preceding and following age group. More than half of the mem­
bers were in the 30-I|9 age groups and nearly 90 percent were 
in the 21-5)9 age groups. 
Billings and Collings (1|_) found that 52 percent of the 
women in Massachusetts under 35 years of age, 58 percent of 
those 35 to 55 years of age, and lj.5 percent of those 55 years 
of age and over participated in extension. 
Women in the k£~5k year age group had more kinds of 
contact with extension work than women of any other age group 
according to a study made in Spokane County, Washington (33)• 
The 35-l{4 age group had the next highest number of kinds of 
contacts, the 55 and over group the next highest, and the 
group under 35 years of age the least number of kinds of con­
tacts . 
Educational level 
TJ. S. Department of Agriculture reports (38) indicate 
that one characteristic likely to be more prevalent in the 
group not reached by extension is 8 years or less of school 
attendance. 
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The Louisiana study (36) shows the same situation» Al­
though the difference was not large, they report that those 
homemakers with 9 or more years of formal schooling adopted a 
higher percentage of recommended homemaking practices than did 
those with less schooling. 
Niederfrank (31) also found that it was the families with 
the least schooling that were influenced the least by the ex­
tension service. 
Coleman (13) found a similar relationship between educa­
tional level of the individual and contact with extension 
work. He also found, however, that there was a lack of rela­
tionship between the degree of participation and the level of 
education. When comparison was restricted to those who were 
participating in extension at all, the less well educated were 
about as likely to attend meetings and attain leadership posi­
tions as were the persons with a high school or college educa­
tion. He concluded that education is a selective factor de­
termining who is to be reached at all, more than it is a 
determinant of who is most active. 
Presence of children in the home 
The presence of children in the home, particularly small 
children, has long been suspected of being a factor responsi­
ble for lack of participation in home economics extension 
meetings and other group activities. There is some evidence 
in the literature to support this. Niederfrank (31) concluded 
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that the presence of small children in the family was one of 
the main reasons for lack of participation by homemakers in 
extension activities because the children prevented the 
mothers from attending meetings. 
An Indiana study (26) reported little difference in size 
of families between the participants and the non-participants 
in extension home economics programs. More of the partici­
pants had children living at home than did the non-participant 
homemakers, but a slightly higher percentage of non-
participants had children 9 years of age and under. More of 
the participants had children 10 to 20 years of age. 
Value Orientation 
A study by Wilkening relating family factors to the 
adoption of improved farm practices states that: (Zj.3, p. 34) 
Values provide a basis for the decisions and 
actions of people. They might be thought of as the 
integrative concepts which allow the individual to 
direct his behavior to attain the greatest total 
satisfaction. In a society where there are many 
alternative courses of action, the individual de­
velops certain value-concepts out of his experience 
which provide this integrating influence. 
Wilkening also reported that: (ij.3> pp. 5-6) 
The goals of the family appear to be signifi­
cantly associated with the adoption of improvements 
in the faim enterprise. This suggests that the 
motivation to adopt these improvements is related 
to the desire for other things, i.e., "good living", 
education for children, social status, security, 
recreation, health and others. 
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If this is true, the promotion of changes in 
farming might well take into account these goals 
or values of the faim operator and his family. 
Certain of these goals might be affected by the 
adoption of changes, while others may not. Never­
theless, it is important to show how the adoption 
of improved practices will enable the f armer and 
his family to attain their goals of security, 
"good living", education for children, social 
status and recreation. 
There is a feeling on the part of some extension workers 
and people closely associated with extension work that since 
rural and urban people live close to one another, travel to 
the same places, read the same newspapers and see the same 
television programs, that what rural people aspire to be and 
to achieve, is becoming more and more like the aspirations of 
the urban family. (27) There appears to be no research to 
prove or disprove this idea. 
If values are the quality or fact of being desirable, 
being of worth and held in high esteem by an individual, the 
values held by women should be a factor influencing their 
participation in an extension program. A recent study of 
Iowa women who attended adult homemaking classes sponsored by 
the public schools (11) showed that the reasons given by farm 
women for attending such classes were, in many cases, differ­
ent from the reasons given by women whose husbands were not 
farmers. 
38 
Homemaking Problems 
The problems recognized by the homemaker are an important 
item to consider in the formulation of an extension program 
designed to meet the recognized needs of farm and non-farm 
homemakers. 
Ensminger and Sanders state that : (16, p. 1) "Extension 
education employs the principle of cultural variation and 
culture change .... It also emphasizes working with the 
people rather than for them and selects for treatment those 
problems which the people themselves recognize as important." 
Niederfrank, in his New Hampshire study, (31) found that 
three of the main reasons for lack of participation in exten­
sion programs were : 
1. A feeling that extension programs do not offer 
enough that pertains to the particular homemaker1 s 
problems. 
2. A tendency to handle problems in their own way as 
a matter of course; never thought of asking for 
assistance or help. 
3* Never recognized that they had a problem. 
Homemaking Practices 
In addition to the homemaking problems recognized by the 
participant, the current use or adoption of recommended home-
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making practices would serve as the starting point in the 
teaching process. Knowledge of the present level of prac­
tices is necessary if the learning situations planned are to 
be practical, based on the homemaker1 s present knowledge, 
skills and attitudes and if they are to lead her beyond her 
present situation. Niederfrank (31) reported that one of the 
main reasons for lack of participation in extension is that 
homemakers did not recognize that there were better ways of 
doing things. 
Sources of Homemaking Information 
In modern society there are many potential sources of 
homemaking information available to a homemaker. Whether or 
not a homemaker makes use of these sources of information has 
been the object of some studies. A recent publication (25) 
summarizing the results of numerous studies, reported that the 
mass media such as radio and television were a potent source 
of new information for farmers, particularly in making them 
aware of a new idea. It reported that neighbors and friends 
were a potent influence in securing adoption of new farming 
ideas, particularly in helping people develop an interest in 
the idea, evaluate the worth of the idea for themselves and 
try out the new idea. Government agencies such as the exten­
sion service helped make people aware of the idea and helped 
them secure information at all stages between awareness and 
ko 
adoption. 
Wilkening reports that: ( k 3 >  P« k )  
The differences in the type of contact reported 
for first knowledge about a practice and for most 
information about a practice suggest that different 
kinds of Information are obtained through different 
media. Hence, while the mass media may be efficient 
means of providing the initial knowledge about new 
practices, personal contact with agricultural work­
ers, commercial dealers or other farmers is necessary 
to encourage complete acceptance. 
If this is true, an effective as well as effi­
cient program for the promotion of new practices is 
one which employs different means of disseminating 
information distributed over time and over space in 
such a manner that there will be the greatest addi­
tive effect. 
Most of the studies analyzed in the publication "How Farm 
People Accept New Ideas" (25) relate to the adoption of agri­
cultural practices. Wilkening found that: (1|_3, p. Ij.) "High 
adoption of improved farm practices is associated with high 
adoption of housing and home equipment items and of other 
selected home practices. Likewise, low adoption of farm 
practices is associated with low adoption of these family 
living practices." 
The publication "How Farm People Accept New Ideas" (25) 
also reported that certain people in the communities studied 
could be classed as "innovators" or the first people in the 
community to adopt a new idea, and that these people are a 
source of new ideas for others in the community. 
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Knowledge and Use of Extension 
An Indiana study (26) reported that two of the ten most 
important reasons women did not participate in the extension 
program were : 
1. Not familiar with extension activities. 
2. No contact with an extension club or group. 
The New Hampshire study (31) also reported that lack of 
knowledge about what extension has to offer was one of the 
main reasons for lack of participation. 
The Louisiana study (36) reported that more of the 
recommended practices were adopted by the homemaker who had 
had much contact with extension than were adopted by those 
who had had little contact. 
In his New York study, Coleman (13) found that when farm 
women were compared with non-farm women on information about 
extension, membership in the extension sponsoring organiza­
tion, participation, an area of homemaking knowledge and a 
homemaking practice, the wives of full-time farmers outscored 
the wives of non-farmers on every item except one. However, 
the differences were reported to be slight. He reported that, 
(13, p. 212) "logically, the home demonstration program is 
about as applicable to non-farm women as to farm women, and 
that the lack of wide differentials between them indicates 
that it actually reaches both groups to nearly the same ex­
tent. " 
14-2 
Community Associated Factors 
As a result of the study of extension work in Spokane 
County, Washington, (33, p. 52) the authors raised the ques­
tion : 
Can the effectiveness of the extension program 
be strengthened in each community through more con­
scious effort by the agents to understand how the 
people work together as groups . . . and to adjust 
their approach to what they find in each community? 
Niederfrank (31) found that women who do not feel at home 
and at ease with other women who are already active in home 
demonstration work and community life ; who feel "out of class" 
with these women, tend to be non-participants in extension 
programs„ 
Wilkening also reported (lilj.) that the feeling of social 
isolation is associated with the failure to adopt improved 
farm practices recommended by the agricultural programs. 
A Kansas study reported that (llj.) from a stratification 
frame of reference, all the evidence supports the argument 
that there is a high positive correlation between social-class 
position and the general predisposition to adopt recommended 
farm practices. 
The same study reported that: (llj., p. 23) 
The evidence . . . indicates quite conclusively 
that high local group identification is negatively 
associated with adoption. But the general nature of 
the associations suggests that the size of the corre­
lation is low and that local group identification is 
a minor factor in this sample in explaining the fail­
ure to adopt recommended farm practices." 
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Hoffer and Gibson (2l|.) reported community conflicts to be 
negatively related to success of the extension program, par­
ticularly in situations where the conflict occurred between 
groups of farmers and where accommodation was slow. 
The report of a Wisconsin study (32) indicated that peo­
ple will not respond to blanket invitations to attend such 
events as field days, community and county-wide institutes 
and community meetings until they have built up a feeling of 
"belonging" to the larger community. 
Formal and Informal Participation 
Coleman found in his New York study (13) that the greater 
the respondent's participation in organizations in general, 
the more likely that she had been reached by extension. He 
found the same thing to be true of men respondents. 
Niederfrank (31) found the same thing to be true in New 
Hampshire except that he found that the degree of participa­
tion in community life had a much more pronounced effect on 
the participation of women in extension than it did on par­
ticipation of men in extension. 
In reporting on some diffusion research in Missouri, 
Lionberger and Hassinger (29) concluded that informal com­
munication channels are dependent upon word of mouth exchange 
among neighbors, friends, and relatives. Conversation takes 
a 
place at home s of friends and neighbors, along roads and 
fences, in towns or neighborhood centers. New methods of 
farming are discussed, evaluated and passed on to those who 
have not heard about them. Information passes more freely 
among those already in groups. Lines of communication are 
thickest and the flow of ideas greatest within neighborhoods 
and within friendship, kinship, and work groups. 
IJilkening (1+3) reported a positive relationship between 
formal social participation of the families and the adoption 
of improved practices on their farms. Participation in farm 
organizations is most highly associated with the adoption of 
improved farm practices. He also found that the extent of 
informal social contact was not significantly associated with 
the adoption of new practices on the farm. 
Hoffer (23) concluded that the effectiveness of the ex­
tension service was increased where its programs were associ­
ated with the activities of groups and organizations already 
present. 
Hoffer stated that: (23, p. 3) 
The Agricultural Extension Service may be re­
garded as a part of the system of social organization 
existing in a single county. Owing to force of cir­
cumstances and choice, individuals become members of 
numerous social groups and give support to each one 
depending on their ability, needs and interests. 
Considered as a whole, those groups existing in a 
county constitute a system of local social organiza­
tion within which programs of the extension service 
must be developed. Some of these groups may aid 
either directly or indirectly in providing useful 
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information for farmers, whereas others may compete 
for the time and attention of rural people in ac­
tivities which bear no apparent relation to exten­
sion programs." 
Hoffer (23) also indicated that if leadership is avail­
able, the neighborhood group is an effective one to use in 
extension programs when the interest and active participation 
of a high percentage of the population is desired. He stated 
that the neighborhood group is well suited to programs in­
volving discussion groups, home demonstration groups, Ij.-H 
Club work and demonstrations of agricultural practices. 
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METHODS AND PROCEDURE 
Background Data 
The data used in this study are a part of the data col­
lected in Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station Project 1236, 
"Patterns of Social Relationships and Lines of Communication 
in Rural Iowa Communities." The objectives of this larger 
study were reported by Beal (2) as: 
1. Determine the patterns of formal and informal 
social relationships, leader-follower relations 
and lines and patterns of communication in an 
Iowa rural community. 
2. Determine if and how the above data can be used 
by professional leaders and lay people to broad­
en and increase the depth and speed of dissemina­
tion of ideas and practices to community leaders. 
3. Develop research techniques to rapidly gather and 
analyze such data from the point of view of (a) 
the basic research worker and (b) the professional 
worker who of necessity will have to have a quick­
er, less complex method to obtain the significant 
data. 
This study is an attempt to partially satisfy the second 
objective listed above, particularly as it relates to the 
efforts of the extension service to disseminate ideas and 
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practices in home economics and related areas to the women who 
are heads of households in a community. 
In order to study the lines and patterns of communication 
as listed in the first objective of the larger study, it was 
necessary to select one community and to study it completely. 
The use of samples of people in one community or of samples 
of people in more than one community would not provide com­
plete Information regarding the lines and patterns of communi­
cation and, therefore, would not permit the accomplishment of 
the first objective. 
The rural community of Collins, Iowa, was selected as the 
locale for this study. This community is located in the 
southeast corner of Story County, Iowa, in a position relative 
to Iowa State College so that field interviewing expenses 
would be relatively low. Although representativeness was not 
a major consideration in selecting the community, extension 
service personnel familiar with the community ranked it as a 
fairly typical central Iowa community when they used the cri­
teria of success with educational programs and general level 
of agricultural practices adopted. In no case did they rank 
the community in the lower or upper 20 percent of communities 
in the county. The Collins community was found to have no 
outstandingly unique characteristics, such as ethnic or reli­
gious groupings. 
For the purpose of this study, the Collins community was 
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delineated by C. J. Ganger, County Extension Director for 
Story County. The criterion used in this delineation was: 
"If you were going to carry on extension educational work 
in Story County on a community basis, where would you de­
lineate the boundaries of the Collins community?" 
Description of the Community 
The Collins community boundary, as delineated for this 
study by Mr. Gauger, is roughly similar to Collins township 
in southeastern Story County. A few members live just inside 
the boundaries of Marshall and Jasper counties. The agricul­
ture is typical of the highly commercialized corn-hog area of 
central Iowa. Collins township is above the average of both 
Iowa and the United States in level of living index for farm 
operator families. In 19k-5* the index for Collins township 
was 184 while the average for the State of Iowa was 162, and 
for the United States was 100. (21) In 1955 the index for 
Story County was 195 and the index for the State of Iowa was 
187. (22) 
The shape of the community approaches a square. The 
village center is located approximately in the center of the 
community area. U. S. Highway 65 bisects the community from 
north to south, passing through the village. Iowa Highway 61}. 
passes through the southeastern corner of the community. 
The population of the incorporated village center was lj.32 
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in 1950. (37) The services offered in the village reflect 
its dependence on the agriculture of the surrounding area. 
Implement agencies, grain elevators, feed stores, grocery 
stores, garages, gasoline stations, restaurants, hardware 
stores, a general merchandise store, a real estate office, a 
telephone office, a railroad depot, three churches and a 
school constitute the primary services offered. 
A number of formal organizations exist in the community, 
some of which are: 11 church affiliated organizations, a 
Masonic Lodge, Eastern Star, Boy and Girl Scouts, Boys' and 
Girls' 1}-H Clubs, FF A, Lions Club, American Legion, Legion 
Auxiliary, Farm Bureau, Saddle Club and Square Dance Club. 
Field Procedure 
This study developed from a graduate seminar in which 
the author was enrolled. The purpose of the seminar was to 
study research in the area of lines and patterns of communica­
tion in relation to adoption of new ideas and practices. The 
seminar developed a tentative schedule for the project. The 
final interview schedule was developed primarily by the 
seminar instructor and project leader, George M. Seal, Pro­
fessor of Rural Sociology. Some assistance was provided by 
other rural sociology staff members, by extension service 
personnel and by research workers in the technical areas of 
agriculture and home economics. The interview schedules were 
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pretested by Everett M. Rogers, assistant to the project 
leader. Interviews were conducted by graduate and advanced 
undergraduate students, by professional interviewers from the 
Iowa State College Statistical Laboratory, by the project 
leader and by the author. Interviewers were trained by the 
project leader and his assistant. Copies of the interview 
schedules used with the farm women and the village women may 
be found in the appendix of this manuscript. 
The larger study necessitated interviewing all the farm 
operators and their wives or other females who were heads of 
the household and the women who were heads of households in 
the village. The farm groups were interviewed during the 
summer of 1955 and the village group was interviewed during 
the winter of 1955-56. This study deals only with the inter­
views conducted with the farm and village women who were heads 
of households. These two groups included all the women who 
were heads of households in the community with the exception 
of the 19 women who lived in the open country in the community 
but were not wives of farmers. 
Methods of Analysis 
Data from each of the schedules described in the pre­
ceding section were coded and transferred to I3M cards. The 
Iowa State College Statistical Laboratory punched the cards 
and did some of the sorting and listing of frequencies. The 
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author tabulated the frequencies for most of the data and did 
all the computational work. 
The descriptive statistics in terms of frequencies and 
percentages are presented in the following section. Since 
there was a complete enumeration of the population described, 
these descriptive statistics provide sufficient treatment of 
the data. In addition to the descriptive statistics, how­
ever, statistical tests of significance will be used to pro­
vide a more rigorous treatment of the data. Since this is 
a pilot study in the area, one of the contributions should be 
the method used. Future studies will probably use samples of 
less than 100 percent and thus statistical tests of signifi­
cance would be in order. It should be pointed out that the 
use of statistical tests of significance require the assump­
tion that the data are from a random sample of a larger pop­
ulation. It is not uncommon to make this assumption in both 
the physical and the social sciences even though the complete 
population from which the sample is assumed is not always 
identified. It should be pointed out also that in practically 
all cases where a random sample is used, it must be assumed. 
For example, a random sample of a population is usually drawn 
on the basis of space. The dimension of time is usually ig­
nored and the dimension of time may be equally as important 
as the dimension of space. 
Statistical tests of significance are useful tools for 
the analysis of data. With large numbers of cases in each 
group, differences that are numerically small are found to be 
statistically significant, whereas the same numerical dif­
ference in a situation with a small number of cases would 
not be statistically significant. A statistically signifi­
cant difference does not necessarily mean a practically 
significant difference. It is the opinion of the author that 
with the number of cases in this study, that the differences 
shown to be statistically significant through the use of 
statistical tests are of a more practical value than differ­
ences in the descriptive data. Even though the assumptions 
that the two groups are random samples of populations of which 
the parameters are unknown and thus the use of statistical 
tests of significance can be used is not entirely justified, 
these assumptions will be made in the analysis of the data of 
this study. This treatment will be in addition to the 
presentation of the descriptive data. 
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ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The data gathered for use in this study will be analyzed 
in eight general areas as follows : 
a. Static factors. 
b. Value orientation. 
c. Homemaking problems . 
d. Homemaking practices. 
e. Sources of homemaking information. 
f. Knowledge and use of extension. 
g. Community associated factors. 
h. Formal and informal participation. 
These areas are the same as those used in the section on the 
review of literature. These are the kinds of data that exten­
sion educators consider in planning, conducting, and evaluat­
ing educational programs. 
Static Factors 
The data to be analyzed under this heading include age, 
educational level, high school home economics participation, 
I4.-H Club membership, adult evening class participation, work­
ing outside the home for pay, and wcanen who do or do not have 
children. These factors are static in the sense that they are 
very difficult or impossible to change. 
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Age 
Ages of women by 5-year intervals in the farm and village 
groups are presented in Table 1. Inspection of these descrip-
tive data suggests that the village women are an older group 
than the f arm women. A t-test using the actual reported a-es 
Table 1. Ages 
vais 
of farm and village women by five year inter-
Number Percent 
Age Farm Village Farm Village 
16-20 1 2 .68 1.80 
21-25 11 9 7.48 8.11 
26-30 21 8 14.29 7.21 
31-35 26 12 17.69 10.81 
36-40 20 5 13.61 4.50 
41-45 11 7 7.48 6.31 
46-50 13 10 8.84 9.01 
51-55 12 10 8.16 9.01 
56-60 13 13 8.8k 11.71 
61-65 10 10 6.80 9.01 
66-70 5 10 3.40 9.01 
71-75 2 5 1.36 4.5o 
76-80 2 5 1.36 4.5o 
81-85 0 4 - 3.60 
86-90 0 l - .90 
Total 147 ill 99.99 99.99 
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yielded a value of 3»96, which is considerably greater than 
the 2.58 required for significance at the 1 percent level of 
confidence. The analysis of these data indicates that the 
village women are an older group than the farm women and that 
if 
this difference is highly significant. 
Educational level 
The number and percent of women in each group who 
achieved each of seven levels of formal education are shown 
in Table 2. A t-test made using codes for each of these seven 
Table 2. Level of formal education of farm and village women 
Last grade of formal Number Percent 
education completed 
Farm Village Farm Village 
1-7 6 3 4.1 2.7 
8 18 20 12.2 18.0 
9-11 14 26 9.5 23.4 
12 72 37 49.0 33.3 
13-15 31 15 21.1 13.5 
16 5 8 3.4 7.2 
17 and over 1 2 0.7 1.8 
Total 147 111 100.0 99.9 
*For this study any value exceeding the requirements for 
significance at the 5 percent level of confidence will be con­
sidered significant, and any value exceeding the requirements 
for significance at the 1 percent level of confidence will be 
considered highly significant. 
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educational levels yielded a value of .91, which is far below 
the 1,96 required for significance at the 5 percent level of 
confidence. A t-test made using midpoint values for the seven 
educational levels produced a value of 1.00, which is also 
non-significant. A chi square test using the groupings of 
grade school graduates or less, grade school graduates with 
some high school, and high school graduates with some college 
work yielded a chi square value of .888, which is less than 
the 5*991 value required for significance at the 5 percent 
level of confidence. 
Since there is a difference in the ages of the two groups 
and since the older people might be expected to have had less 
formal education, an attempt was made to eliminate the effect 
of age by use of the analysis of covariance techniques. The 
result was to reduce the t-value of .91, obtained by the 
analysis of variance technique to .36, obtained by the covari­
ance technique. Neither value is significant. 
The analysis of these data indicates no significant dif­
ference between these two groups in regard to highest grade 
of formal schooling completed. 
Sigh school home economics particlpation 
Participation by the women in the two groups in home 
economics classes in high school is indicated in Table 3* An 
analysis of these data by the chi square test using two 
groupings of "participated" and "did not participate" among 
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Table 3« High school home economics participation of farm 
and village women 
Participated in high Number Percent 
school home economics Farm Village Farm Village 
0 years 50 58 34.2 52.7 
1 year 22 13 15.1 11.8 
2 years 60 31 41.1 28.2 
3 years 7 6 4.8 5.5 
4 years 7 2 4.8 1.8 
Total 146 110 100.0 100.0 
those women who attended high school yielded a chi square 
value of 9.435, which is more than the 6.635 value necessary 
for a significant difference at the 1 percent level of confi­
dence. A t-test was made using the number of years of par­
ticipation by the women who attended high school yielded a 
t-value of 2.8l, which is greater than the 2.58 value which 
is necessary for a significant difference at the 1 percent 
level of confidence. A similar test using all women in the 
two groups without regard for high school attendance or gradu­
ation yielded a t-value of 2.77, which also indicates a highly 
significant difference. 
The teaching of home economics in high schools is an in­
novation within the lives of many of the people studied, and 
59 
many would not have had the opportunity to study home econom­
ics in high school. Eliminating the effect of age by the co-
variance technique yielded a t-value of 1.29, which is not 
significant. 
The analysis of these data indicates that significantly 
more of the farm women studied participated in home economics 
classes in high school, but that the difference can be ac­
counted for by the difference in age rather than by place of 
residence. 
li-H Club membership 
The number and percent of women in the two groups who 
have been members of a lj.-H Club, and the number and percent of 
women who have belonged for a specific number of years are 
listed in Table ij.. A chi square test using the two groups 
of "member" and "non-member" yielded a chi square value of 
3.707. Although this approached the figure of 3• 81^1, re­
quired for significance at the 5 percent level, the difference 
is non-significant. A t-test using the number of years par­
ticipated, if any, yielded a value of 1.27, which is less than 
the 1.96 value required for significance at the 5 percent 
level of confidence. 
Since the older women would not have had the opportunity 
to belong to a lj.-H Club, the effects of age were eliminated 
by use of analysis of covariance. The result was to reduce 
the t-value of 1.27 obtained by analysis of variance to .15. 
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Table i|_. I4.—K Club membership of farm and village women 
lj.-H Club membership Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Yes 34 15 23.1 13.6 
1 year (6) (1) (4.1) (0.9) 
2 years (13) (6) (8.8) (5.5) 
3 years (5) (2) (3.4) (1.8) 
4 years (5) (3) (3.4) (2.7) 
5 years (0) (1) (0.0) (0.9) 
6 years (4) (1) (2.7) (0.9) 
7 or more years (1) (1) (0.7) (0.9) 
No 113 95 76.9 86.4 
Total a? 110 100.0 100.0 
Neither value is significant. 
The analysis of these data indicates no significant dif­
ference between the two groups of women with regard to 1|-H 
Club membership. 
Adult evening class attendance 
More than one-third of the women in each group had at­
tended adult evening classes. Table 5 lists the number and 
percentages in each group. A chi square test of the data 
using "attended" and "did not attend" groupings yielded a chi 
square value of which is less than the 3.841 value 
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Table 5» Adult evening class attendance of farm and village 
women 
Adult evening class attendance Number Percent 
Farm Village Faim Village 
Yes 57 4o 39.0 36.0 
1 year (22) (12) (15.1) (10.8) 
2 years (11) (12) (7.5) (10.8) 
3 years (11) (5) (7.5) (4.5) 
4 years (2) (4) (1.4) (3.6) 
5 years (3) (l) (2.1) (0.9) 
6 or more years (8) (6) (5.5) (5.4) 
No 89 71 61.0 64.0 
Total 146 111 100.0 100.0 
required for significance at the 5 percent level of confi­
dence. A t-test using the number of years of participation 
yielded a value of .19, which is below the 1.96 value required 
for significance at the 5 percent level of confidence. 
It might be assumed that the younger women would be more 
likely to attend adult evening classes than older women. By 
eliminating the effect of age by the covariance technique, 
the t-value of .19, obtained by the analysis of variance was 
increased to .79. Neither value is significant. 
The analysis of these data indicates no significant dif­
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ference between the two groups with regard to adult evening 
class participation. 
Work outside the home for pay 
An inspection of Table 6 indicates that far more village 
women work outside the home for pay than do farm women. A chi 
square test using yes and no groupings yielded a chi square 
value of 34«777, which is more than the 6.635 required for 
significance at the 1 percent level of confidence. 
The analysis of these data indicates that significantly 
more of the village women work outside the home for pay than 
do the farm women. 
Table 6. Farm and village women who work outside the home 
for pay 
Work outside the home Number Percent 
for pay Farm Village Farm Village 
Yes 10 j+O 6.9 36.7 
No 135 69 93.1 63.3 
Total 1 \\S 109 100.0 100.0 
Women who have children 
The number and percent of women in each group who have 
children and the number of women who have specific numbers of 
children are listed in Table 7• A chi square test using yes 
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Table 7• Farm and village women who have children 
Women who have children Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Yes 126 97 85.7 88.2 
one (27) (24) (18.4) (21.8) 
two (31) (33) (21.1) (30.0) 
three (35) (16) (23.8) (14.5) 
four (20) (13) (13.6) (11.8) 
five (8) (6) (5.4) (5.5) 
six (2) (3) (1.4) (2.7) 
seven (1) a ) (0.7) (0.9) 
eight or more (2) (i) (1.4) (0.9) 
No 21 13 14.3 11.8 
Total 147 110 100.0 100.0 
and no groupings yielded a chi square value of .35%, which is 
less than the 3.841 required for significance at the 5 percent 
level of confidence. 
The analysis of these data indicates no significant dif­
ference between the two groups as far as the number of women 
who have children are concerned. 
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Value Orientation 
The women studied were asked to indicate how important 
each of 11 selected values were to them in terras of what they 
want to get out of life. A score was developed for each value 
using four for each indication of "very important", three for 
each "quite important", two for each "important", one for each 
"not very important" and zero for each "unimportant" response. 
"No answer" and "don't apply" responses were given the average 
score for each item. Table 8 lists the values used, the score 
for each value by each of the two groups and the rank of each 
value for each group. 
The coefficient of correlation between the rankings of 
the 11 values by the two groups of women was computed by the 
Spearman method and a value of .9273 was obtained. The coeffi­
cient of correlation of the scores assigned the 11 values by 
the two groups was computed by the Pearson product moment 
method and a value of ,9817 was obtained. 
After the women had indicated the degree of importance 
each of the stated values had for them, they were asked to 
indicate which of the 11 values was most important to them, 
which they would rate second and which they would rate third. 
Scores were then calculated for each of the 11 values by giv­
ing each first place selection three points, each second place 
selection two points and each third place selection one point. 
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Table 8. Rating of selected values by farm and village women 
Computed score Rank 
Value Fam Village Farm Village 
Having good health 566 1+16 1 1 
Having a satisfactory family 
life - a happy family that 
gets along together 557 1+00 2 2 
Being free of debt 1+83 373 4 3 
Being respected by neighbors, 
friends and other community 
members 508 368 3 1+ 
Security in old age - enough 
money to retire on at 65 
or so 1+78 366 6 5 
Having a good insurance and 
investment program to pro­
tect you and the family if 
anything should happen to 
your husband I4.80 342 5 8 
College education for the 
children 1+38 360 8 6 
Having a comfortable house that 
the family will enjoy and be 
proud of 1+70 343 7 7 
Being able to take vacations 
and trips with the family 331+ 239 9 9 
Having money to buy all the 
household equipment you want 293 216 10 10 
Having influence in community 
affairs 258 186 11 11 
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Table 9. Rank of selected values by farm and village women 
Computed score Rank 
Value Farm Village Farm Village 
Having good health 274 l8£ 1 1 
Having a satisfactory family 
life - a happy family that 
gets along together 201+ 106 2 2 
Being respected by neighbors, 
friends and other community 
members 90 51 3 4 
Security in old age - enough 
money to retire on at 65 or 
so 50 54 4 3 
Being free of debt 1+5 44 5 6 
College education for the 
children 34 45 7 5 
Having a comfortable house 
that the family will enjoy 
and be proud of 42 36 6 7 
Having a good insurance and 
investment program to pro­
tect you and the family if 
anything should happen to 
your husband 31 30 8 8 
Being able to take vacations 
and trips with the family 13 5 9 10 
Having money to buy all the 
household equipment you want 10 7 10 9 
Having influence in community 
affairs 0 0 11 11 
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The scores and rank of each of the 11 selected values using 
this method of securing the information are listed in Table 9-
The rank order coefficient of correlation between the 
rankings by the two groups when the respondents were asked to 
select only the first, second, and third most important values 
from the selected list yielded a value of .9545* The product 
moment coefficient of correlation using the score developed 
yielded a value of .9690. 
Since information regarding values was obtained by two 
methods, namely, having each woman rate the importance of each 
value to her and having each woman list only the first, sec­
ond, and third most important value to her, it was possible 
to correlate the ranking of the values obtained by the two 
methods. The rank order coefficient of correlation between 
the rankings obtained by the two methods from the farm women 
was .9273 for the 11 values. The same value was obtained for 
the village women. The product moment coefficients of corre­
lation for the rankings obtained by the two methods were .7357 
for the farm women and .7531 for the village women using the 
11 selected values. 
In addition to the analysis of the degree to which the 
farm and village women tended to rank the selected values in 
the same order, it was possible to determine the differences, 
if any, between the two groups as to the degree of importance 
attached to each value. A t-value was determined for each of 
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the 11 values. The selected values tested and the t-values 
obtained are listed in Table 10. There was no evidence to 
suggest significant differences between the two groups of 
women as to the degree of importance attached to each of the 
11 values, except for the value "college education for the 
children." The village women rated this value significantly 
higher than did the farm women. 
Adoption of new homemaking practices and the homemaker's 
efficiency 
Homemakers interviewed were asked to indicate how impor­
tant they thought that it was to a homemaker's efficiency that 
she keep up on and adopt the latest practices and ideas about 
household management, new equipment, nutrition, home beauti-
fication, etc. Responses were recorded on a four point scale. 
The number and percent of women in each group who re­
sponded in each of the four categories are listed in Table 11. 
A chi square test using the four categories yielded a 
value of 1.905, which is below the 7*815 value required for 
significance at the 5 percent level of confidence. A t-test 
using codes of one for "not too important" to four for "an 
absolute necessity" yielded a t-value of .15, which is far 
below the 1.96 required for significance at the 5 percent 
level. 
An analysis of these data reveals no significant differ­
ence between the two groups of women as far as the degree of 
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Table 10. Relative importance of each of eleven selected 
values by farm and village women 
Value t -value 
Having money to buy all the household equipment 
you want .2k 
Being able to take vacations and trips with the 
family .72 
Security in old age - enough money to retire on at 
65 or so .61+ 
College education for the children 2.28a 
Having a comfortable house that the family will 
enjoy and be proud of 
.74 
Being free of debt .83 
Being respected by neighbors, friends and other 
community members 
.35 
Having influence in community affairs 
.42 
Having a good insurance and investment program to 
protect you and the family if anything should 
happen to your husband 1.25 
Having good health 1.04 
Having a satisfactory family life - a happy family 
that gets along together 1.86 
aRated significantly more important by the village women. 
importance they place upon keeping up on the latest homemaking 
practices and ideas to a homemaker's efficiency. 
Adoption of new homemaking practices and the homemaker's 
prestige 
Homemakers interviewed were asked to indicate how 
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Table 11. Importance farm and village homemakers attach to 
adoption of new homemaking practices on a home-
maker ' s efficiency 
Number Percent 
Degree of importance Farm Village Farm Village 
Not too important 11 10 7.6 9.5 
Important 59 a 1+0.7 41.9 
Very important 65 lj-0 a.8 38 = 1 
An absolute necessity 10 ii 6.9 10.5 
Total 145 105 100.0 100.0 
important they thought that it was to a homemaker1 s prestige 
that she keep up on and adopt the latest recommended practices 
and ideas. Prestige was defined as "the way the other home-
makers regard her." Responses were recorded on a four point 
scale from, "not too important" to "an absolute necessity." 
The number and percent of women in each group who re­
sponded in each of the four categories are listed in Table 12. 
A chi square test using the four categories yielded a 
value of 2.063, which is less than the 7.815 value required 
for significance at the 5 percent level. A t-test using codes 
of one through four for the four degrees of importance yielded 
a t-value of .19, which is less than the 1.96 value required 
for the 5 percent level of significance. 
The analysis of these data failed to show any significant 
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Table 12* Importance farm and village homemakers attach to 
adoption of new homemaking practices on a home-
maker's prestige 
Degree of importance Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Not too important 42 33 29.0 31.4 
Important 68 43 46.9 41.0 
Very important 32 26 22.1 24.8 
An absolute necessity 3 3 2.1 2.9 
Total 145 105 100.1 100.1 
difference between the two groups of women as far as the de­
gree of importance they place upon adopting the latest recom­
mended practices and ideas to a homemaker1 s prestige. 
Homemaking Problems 
Homemakers interviewed for this study were asked to indi­
cate what they thought was their greatest problem in managing 
a household and home. This was asked as an open end question. 
The responses were grouped into six categories plus an "other 
problems" category. Seven of the farm women and twenty-two 
of the village women or 5 percent and 20 percent of the farm 
and village women respectively recognized no problems in this 
area. Table 13 lists the number of responses received and the 
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Table 13• Greatest problems of farm and village women in 
managing a household and home 
Frequency Rank 
Problem areas Farm Village Farm Village 
General housework 37 31 1 1 
Efficient use of time and energy 35 10 2 h 
Meal preparation and planning 25 13 3 3 
Money management 11 20 5 2 
Parent-child relations 15 5 4 5 
Having adequate facilities 5 2 6 6 
Total of all other problems 
mentioned k 7 - -
No problems recognized 7 22 - -
rank order of the six most frequently listed problems after 
the problems that were mentioned that did not concern the 
house or household were eliminated. Those eliminated included 
some farm connected problems mentioned by some of the farm 
women. 
After the women had responded to the open end question 
concerning their greatest household and home problem, they 
were given a list which contained a number of problems. Each 
homemaker was asked to indicate which of the listed problems 
was most important to her, which was second most important and 
which was third most important. A score was then devised for 
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Table 111. Rating of selected problems by farm and village 
women 
Problem Computed score Rank 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Planning meals and food 
preparation for meals 104.0 80.7 2 2 
Efficient use of time and 
energy 122.0 76.0 1 3 
Money management - budgeting 
to get the most out of the 
resources available 73.5 84.0 5 1 
Parent-child relations -
guiding young children or 
helping teenagers to adjust 98.0 59.7 3 4 
Maintaining adequate nutri­
tional standards in the 
family's diet 82.0 30.7 4 6 
Sewing and making clothes for 
the family 34.0 31.0 9 5 
Preserving food - canning and 
freezing 60.0 29.0 7 7 
Having adequate facilities such 
as soft running water, inside 
toilet facilities, sewage 
disposal 65.0 19.0 6 10 
Adequate and convenient storage 
space for food clothing, toys 
etc. *43.0 25.0 8 8 
How to entertain guests properly 22.0 23.0 11 9 
Buying clothing for the family 24.0 16.0 10 12 
Rights and responsibilities of 
women in legal matters, deal­
ing with property, debts,busi­
ness and farm transfers, etc. 19.0 17.0 12 11 
Table 11+. (Continued) 
Ik  
Problem 
Computed score 
Farm Village 
Rank 
Farm Village 
Kitchen or laundry arrangement 
for attractiveness and effi­
cient management 
Husband and wife relations -
having happy relationships 
with your husband 
Buying and arrangement of 
furnishings 
Proper use of color and color 
combinations in the home 
Buying and maintenance of major 
pieces of equipment such as 
washers, vacuums, freezers 
Proper use of wall and floor 
coverings 
Proper lighting in the home 
Buying and care of the man-made 
fabrics such as dacron and 
nylon 
Sources and management of 
credit 
16.0 13.0 
12.0 
9.5 
12.0 
10.5 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
12.0 
13.0 
9.0 
6 .0  10 .0  
0 . 0  
1+.0 
3.0 
0 .0  
13 
14.5 
17 
14.5 
18 
16 
20 
20 
20 
13.< 
15 
13.5 
17 
16 
20.5 
18 
19 
20.5 
each problem with each most important problem being given 
three points, each second most important problem two points 
and each third most important problem one point. The prob­
lems, the score for each problem for each of the two groups 
of women and the rank order of the problems by each group of 
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women are listed in Table lij.. 
A coefficient of correlation between the rankings of the 
selected problems by the two groups of women yielded a value 
of .9308. A product moment coefficient of correlation using 
the scores obtained in place of the rankings yielded a value 
of .8919 for the two groups of women. 
More of the village women than faim women indicated 
again, as they had in response to the open end question in 
the same area, that they had no household and homemaking 
problems. Of the farmwomen four indicated no most important 
problem, seven indicated no second most important problem and 
12 indicated no third most important problem. Of the village 
women, llj. indicated no most important problem, 20 indicated no 
second most important problem and 26 indicated no third most 
important problem. In terms of percentages, these are 2.7, 
I4..8 and 8.2 for the farm women, and 12.6, 18.0 and 23*4 for 
the village women. 
In addition to the analysis of the degree to which the 
farm and village women tended to rank the selected problems 
in the same order, it was possible to determine the differ­
ences, if any, between the two groups as to the degree of 
importance attached to each problem. A t-value was determined 
for each of the 21 problems tested. The problems tested and 
the t-values obtained are listed in Table l5« There was no 
evidence to suggest significant differences between the two 
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Table 15. Relative importance of each of 21 selected prob­
lems by farm and village women 
Problem t-value 
Maintaining adequate nutritional standards in the 
family's diet 1.91 
Preserving food - canning and freezing .96 
Planning meals and food preparation for meals .88 
Parent-child relations - guiding young children 
or helping teenagers to adjust .32 
Husband and wife relations - having happy relationships 
with your husband .76 
Buying and care of the man-made fabrice such as dacron 
and nylon .37 
Sewing and making clothing for the family 1.06 
Buying clothing for the family .30 
Buying and maintenance of major pieces of equipment 
such as washers, vacuums, freezers 1.78 
Proper use of wall and floor coverings 1.91 
Buying and arrangement of furnishings 1.22 
Proper use of color and color combinations in the home .23 
Kitchen and laundry arrangement for attractiveness and 
efficient management »ij.3 
Efficient use of time and energy .27 
Having adequate facilities such as soft running water, 
inside toilet facilities, sewage disposal 2.17a 
Adequate and convenient storage space for food, 
clothing, toys, etc. .3I4. 
aRated significantly more important by the farm women at 
the 5 percent level of confidence. 
77 
Table l£. (Continued) 
Problem t-value 
How to entertain guests properly 1.20 
Money management - budgeting to get the most out of 
resources available 2.68* 
Rights and responsibilities of women in legal matters 
dealing with property, debts, business and farm 
transfers, etc. .63 
Sources and management of credit .81 
Proper lighting of the home .76 
aRated significantly more important by the village women 
at the 1 percent level of confidence. 
groups of women as to the degree of importance attached to 
each of the 21 problems, except for the problem of "having 
adequate facilities such as soft running water, inside toilet 
facilities, sewage disposal," which the farm women rated sig­
nificantly more important than did the village women; and the 
problem of "money management - budgeting to get the most out 
of resources available," which was rated as more of a problem 
by village women than by farm women. The degree of difference 
of the latter problem was highly significant. 
Homemaking Practices 
Current use of recommended heme making practices 
Homemakers interviewed in the study were asked whether 
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or not they had adopted certain homemaking and health prac­
tices currently being recommended by home economics extension 
specialists at Iowa State College. The nine practices 
analyzed as a part of this study are as follows : 
1. Using at least 1 pint of milk daily. 
2. Using the high vitamin C fruits or their juices 
daily. 
3. Consuming a complete breakfast consisting of milk, 
fruit, and eggs or a cereal daily. 
4. Purchasing sanforized garments or using sanforized 
material to make: 
a. House dresses 
b. Better dress dresses 
c. Slips 
5. Taking a rest period sometime during each day. 
6. Having had the teeth examined within the past year. 
7. Having had a complete physical examination by a 
doctor within the past year. 
A score was developed with each adoption being given 10 
points and each non-adoption being given no points. "Don't 
apply" and "no answer" responses were given the score of the 
average of all women in that group. Using this procedure a 
possible range of scores from zero for complete non-adoption 
to 90 for complete adoption was possible. Table 16 lists the 
scores by intervals of 10 and the number and percent of farm 
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Table 16. Homemaking practices scores of farm and village 
women 
Homemaking practices scores Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0-9 1 - 0.7 -
10-19 1 - 0.7 -
20-29 5 1 3.4 0.9 
30-39 4 5 2.7 4.6 
40-49 12 13 8.2 11.7 
50-59 25 22 17.0 19.8 
60-69 26 32 17.7 28.9 
70-79 33 20 22.4 18.0 
80-89 29 9 19.7 8.1 
90 11 9 7.5 8.1 
Total 147 111 100.0 100.0 
and village women in each category. 
The mean score for farm women was 63»i}-9 and the mean 
score for village women was 62.36. A t-value of .32 was ob­
tained by use of the analysis of variance technique and taking 
the square root of the resulting F-value. The t-value of .32 
is not significant. 
An analysis of these data fails to show any difference 
between the two groups of women as far as the use of the nine 
homemaking and health practices are concerned. 
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SeIf«perception of adoption of new homemaking practices 
Homemakers participating in the study were asked to rate 
themselves in relation to the average of other homemakers on 
keeping up on and using new homemaking ideas and practices. 
Responses were recorded on a four point scale from "quite a 
bit above average" to "a little below average." The number 
and percent of women in each group who responded in each of 
the four categories are listed in Table 17• 
Table 17. Self-perception of farm and village women on 
adoption of new homemaking practices 
Number Percent 
Self-rating Farm Village Farm Village 
Quite a bit above average k 0 2.7 0.0 
Above average 18 15 12.3 14.0 
About average Hk 61 78.1 57.0 
A little below average 10 31 6.8 29.0 
Total li|6 107 99.9 100.0 
A chi square test was made after combining the "quite a 
bit above average" and "above average" categories. This com­
bination was made because of the low frequency in the "quite 
a bit above average" category. This left three categories and 
yielded a chi square value of 22.767, which is more than the 
9.210 value required for significance at the 1 percent level 
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of confidence. A t-test using codes of one for "a little 
below average" to four for "quite a bit above average" yielded 
a t-value of 3.^8, which is more than the 2.58 value required 
for significance at the 1 percent level. 
It might be assumed that the younger women would tend to 
rate themselves higher with respect to keeping up on new 
ideas, and older women would rate themselves lower. An analy­
sis of covariance was used to eliminate the effects of age. 
This had the effect of increasing the t-value of 3«'+8, ob­
tained by the analysis of variance technique to 6.59, obtained 
by the covariance technique. Both values are highly signifi­
cant. 
An analysis of these data tends to support the proposi­
tion that farm women rate themselves above the average on 
keeping up on and using new homemaking ideas and practices, 
while the village women rate themselves a little below aver­
age. The mean scores for faim and village women are 2.11 and 
1.85 respectively. 
Self-classification on adoption of new homemaking practices 
In addition to providing an opportunity for the home-
makers to rate themselves on adoption of new homemaking prac­
tices in relation to the average, they were asked to classify 
themselves into one of six categories concerning how they 
proceed to adopt new homemaking ideas. The six categories 
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Table 18. Self-classification of farm and village women on 
adoption of new homemaking practices 
Number Percent 
Self-class if ic at ion 
Farm Village Farm Village 
I try anything new that comes 
along. 13 8 8.9 7 .3 
If I see or hear of a new idea 
and know a little about it, 
I try it. 26 22 17.8 20 .0 
I like to read up and pretty 
thoroughly understand an 
idea before I try it. 31 13 21.2 11 .8 
I like to talk over a new idea 
with some other persons or 
several people before I try 
it. 30 21 20.5 19 .1 
I like to see if the idea works 
(demonstration, see it at 
neighbors or friends, see it 
at store or dealers) before 
I try it. if-2 35 28.8 31 .8 
I just don't like to try new 
ideas. k 11 2.7 10 .0 
Total llf.6 110 99.9 100 .0 
and the number and percentage of women in each group who 
classified themselves in each category are listed in Table 18. 
A chi square test using the six categories yielded a 
value of 6.613, which is less than the 11.070 value required 
for significance at the 5 percent level of confidence. A t-
test using codes of frcm one for "I don't like to try new 
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ideas" to six for "I try anything new that comes along" 
yielded a t-value of 1.52, which is less than the 1.96 value 
required at the 5 percent level of significance. 
It might be assumed that the younger women would tend to 
adopt new ideas more readily than older women. An analysis of 
covariance was used to eliminate the effects of age. This had 
the effect of decreasing the t-value of 1.52, obtained by the 
analysis of variance technique to .77, obtained by the covari­
ance technique. Neither value is significant. 
An analysis of these data fails to indicate any signifi­
cant difference between the two groups of women as far as 
their se If-classification in relation to how they adopt new 
practices. 
Sources of Homemaking Information 
Use of radio as a source of homemakinp: Information 
The homemakers interviewed were asked to indicate whether 
or not they listened to any radio programs giving homemaking 
information and, if so, to what programs they listened and 
whether they listened almost always, usually or seldom to 
each program. A score was developed giving one point for 
each program giving homemaking information to which the home-
maker "seldom" listened, two points for "usually" listening, 
and three points for "almost always" listening. The number 
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Table 19. Use of radio as a source of homemaking information 
by farm and village women 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0 59 76 40.9 69.1 
1 23 12 16.0 10.9 
2 23 6 16.0 5.5 
3 26 10 18.1 9.1 
k 7 3 4.9 2.7 
5 2 1 1.4 .9 
6 2 1 1.4 .9 
7 - - - -
8 2 - 1.4 -
9 - 1 - .9 
Total 110 100.1 100.0 
and percent of farm and village women receiving each score is 
shown in Table 19. Three farm women and one village woman 
indicated that they did not have a radio. 
A t-test of the scores yielded a highly significant value 
of 3.44» However, since most radio programs giving homemaking 
information are aired at the time that women who work outside 
the home could not listen to them, the data were analyzed using 
analysis of variance, double classification with correction 
for disproportionality with t-values determined for place of 
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residence, work status, and interaction. A t-value of 2.14 
was found for the place of residence variable. This is more 
than the 1.96 value required for significance at the 5 percent 
level of confidence, but less than the 2.58 value needed for 
significance at the 1 percent level. A t-value of 3.02 was 
determined for the work status variable. This is more than 
the 2.58 value required for significance at the 1 percent 
level. The t-value for interaction was .1]2, which is not 
significant. 
An analysis of these data yielded a highly significant 
difference between those who work outside the home and those 
who do not work outside the home. The latter group had a 
mean score of 1.38, while those who work outside the home had 
a mean score of .36. There was a significant difference be­
tween the farm and village women with the farm women having 
a mean score of I.48 and the village women a mean score of 
.78. A significant difference exists between the farm and 
village women as far as the use of radio as a source of home-
making information is concerned. 
Use of television as a source of homemaking information 
The same questions were asked regarding the use of tele­
vision as a source of homemaking information as were asked 
about radio. However, 17 farm women and 26 village women did 
not have a television set in their home. For those women who 
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did own television sets, a score was developed as for radio, 
giving one point for each program giving homemaking informa­
tion to which the respondent seldom listened, two points for 
each program to which she usually listened and three points 
for each program to which she almost always listened. Table 
20 lists the resulting scores and the number and percentage 
of farm and village women who owned television sets that re­
ceived each score. 
Table 20. Use of television as a source of homemaking infor­
mation by farm and village women 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0 28 26 21.5 30.6 
1 23 17 17.7 20.0 
2 31 14 23.8 16.5 
3 26 14 20.0 16.5 
4 16 6 12.3 7.1 
5 3 4 2.3 4.7 
6 a 4 1.5 4.7 
7 l - .8 -
Total 130 85 99.9 100.1 
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A t-test of the scores yielded a non-significant value 
of .81. However, as with radio, most television programs 
giving homemaking information are scheduled when the women 
who work outside the home could not listen. For this reason 
the data were analyzed by analysis of variance, double 
classification, with correction for disproportionality. The 
variables of place of residence, work status and interaction 
were used. A t-value of 2.73 was obtained for the work 
status variable with women who do not work outside the heme 
having higher scores. This value is more than the 2.5-8 value 
required for significance at the 1 percent level. The t-
values of .21 and .36 for place of residence and interaction 
respectively were not significant. 
An analysis of these data shows that there was no dif­
ference between farm and village women, with respect to the 
use of television as a source of homemaking information. 
Location and classification of people with whom homemaking 
problems are dis cussed 
The farm and village women interviewed In this study 
were asked to list the names of three or four people with 
whom they most frequently talked about household and home-
making problems. After giving the names, they were asked to 
indicate whether or not each of these persons lived within or 
outside of the Collins community and whether they were a 
relative, a friend and neighbor, or a professional or business 
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person. 
The respondents were then classified as to whether or 
not the people with whom they discussed household and home-
making problems lived within the Collins community only, 
lived outside of the Collins community only, or lived both 
within and outside the Collins community. The number and 
percent of farm and village women who responded to this ques­
tion who fall into each category are shown in Table 21. It 
should be noted that 12 farm women and 21 village women did 
not respond to this question. 
Table 21. Location of people with whom farm and village 
women discuss homemaking problems 
T . . Number Percent Location 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Within Collins community only 6f? 70 1+8*1 77.8 
Outside Collins community only ll|. 9 10.4 10.0 
Both within and outside of 
Collins community 56 11 l}J-»5 12.2 
Total 135 90 100.0 100.0 
An analysis of the data in Table 21, using the chi square 
technique, resulted in a value of 23.1+33• This is more than 
the 9.210 value required for significance at the 1 percent 
level. 
Since it might be assumed that the younger women would 
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travel more outside the community than the older women and 
thus would be more likely to discuss homemaking problems with 
people outside the local community, an attempt was made to 
control on the age factor. Due to the low frequencies in the 
"outside Collins community only" category, this was combined 
with the "both within and outside the Collins community" cate­
gory. The farm and village women were each divided into three 
age groups as follows: under ij.0 years of age, l+O to 59 years 
of age and 60 years of age and over. A chi square test using 
these six age categories versus the "within the Collins com­
munity only" and the "both within and outside of the Collins 
community" categories yielded a value of 24..208, which is more 
than the 15.086 required for significance at the 1 percent 
level with five degrees of freedom. This latter test in 
effect reduced the chi square value in relation to the value 
required for significance, but both values are highly sig­
nificant. 
An analysis of these data indicates that more of the 
village women frequently discuss household and homemaking 
problems with others within the Collins community only, while 
more of the farm women discuss these problems with people 
both within and outside of the community. 
The respondents to this question were also classified as 
to whether they most frequently discussed household and home-
making problems with relatives only, with neighbors and 
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Table 22. Classification of people with whom farm and village 
women discuss homemaking problems 
Number Percent 
Classification Farm Village Farm Village 
Relatives only 30 18 22.2 20.0 
Neighbors and friends only 37 50 27.4 55.6 
Professional and business 
people only 3 2 2.2 2.2 
Relatives and neighbors and 
friends 6k 20 47.4 22.2 
Other 1 - 0.7 -
Total 135 90 99.9 100.0 
friends only, with professional and business people only, or 
with combinations of these three categories. Table 22 gives 
the numbers and percentages of each group that were classified 
into each category. Again it should be pointed out that 12 
farm women and 21 village women did not respond to this ques­
tion. 
An inspection of Table 22 indicates that more of the 
village women visit with neighbors and friends caily than do 
farm women. It also indicates that more of the farm women 
visit with both relatives and neighbors and friends than do 
village women. A chi square test of the data in Table 22, 
but eliminating the "professional and business people only" 
category, yielded a value of 20.330, which is more than the 
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9.210 required for significance at the 1 percent level. 
Again it might be assumed that younger women would have a 
wider range of contacts than do older women. A chi square 
test was made using the categories of "relatives only," 
"neighbors and friends only" and "both neighbors and friends 
and relatives" versus the categories of "farm women under 50 
years of age," "farm women 50 years of age and over," "village 
women under 50 years of age" and "village women 50 years of 
age and over." This classification necessitated the loss of 
some responses. Low frequencies in some cells prevented a 
more refined age classification. The resulting chi square 
value was 25.026, which is more than the 16.512 required for 
significance at the 1 percent level with six degrees of free­
dom. 
An analysis of these data reveals a highly significant 
difference between the faim and village women, with the former 
group visiting more with relatives and neighbors and friends 
and the latter groups visiting more with neighbors and friends 
only. 
Perception of valid sources of information 
Three problems were selected and the homemakers inter­
viewed were asked several questions about each of these prob­
lems. The three problem areas were nutrition, man-made fibers 
and parent-child relations. One of the questions was con­
cerned with what the homemakers recognized as the best sources 
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of information on each of these three problems. The answers 
were classified as to whether or not they referred to the ex­
tension service or gave combinations of sources which in­
cluded the extension service. The answers were also classi­
fied into seven general categories. Tables 23 through 28 list 
the categories and the number and percent of farm and village 
women who were classified into each category. It should be 
noted that all the homemakers interviewed did not respond to 
this question in each of the three problem areas. In formu­
lating the classification, the "agricultural agencies and 
schools" category and the "commercial and other professional 
sources" category were divided into "personal" and "imper­
sonal" categories. A response was classified as "personal" 
if an individual was named and "impersonal" if an impersonal 
response such as "extension service" or "doctor" was received. 
Table 23. Perception by farm and village women of the exten­
sion service as the best source of information on 
problems of nutrition 
Classification of best sources Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Extension or combinations 
including extension 36 13 25.9 13.8 
Sources other than extension 103 81 74.1 86.2 
Total 139 94 100.0 100.0 
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Table 24» Perception by farm and village women as to best 
sources of information on problems of nutrition 
Classification of best sources Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Self and own family - 2 - 2.1 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - personal 12 14 8 .6 14.9 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - impersonal 25 16 18 .0 17.0 
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - personal 22 21 15 .8 22.3 
Friends, neighbors and relatives 2 S 1 .4 5.3 
Mass mediaa 78 36 56 .1 38.3 
Total 139 94 99 .9 99.9 
^Significant at the 1 percent level. 
Table 25. Perception by farm and village women of the exten­
sion service as the best source of information on 
problems of man-made fibers 
Classification of best sources Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Extension or combinations 
including extension 27 10 20.6 12.7 
Sources other than extension 10I4. 69 79.4 87.3 
Total 131 79 100.0 100.0 
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Table 26. Perception by farm and village women as to best 
sources of information on problems of man-made 
fibers 
Classification of best Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Self and own family 1 3 .7 3.8 
Agricultural agencies and 
8 schools - personal 7 6.1 8.9 
Agricultural agencies and 
18 16.4 schools - impersonal 13 13.7 
Commercial and other pro­
fessional sources - personal 21 14 16.0 17.7 
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - impersonal 22 16 16.8 20.3 
Friends, neighbors and relatives 5 5 3.8 6.3 
Mass media* 56 21 42.7 26.6 
Total 131 79 99.8 100.0 
^Significant at the 5 percent level. 
Table 27• Perception by farm and village watien of the exten­
sion service as the best source of information on 
problems of parent-child relations 
Classification of best Number Percent 
sources Farm Village Faim Village 
Extension or combinations 
including extension 14 4 11.5 5.7 
Sources other than extension 108 66 88.5 94*3 
Total 122 70 100.0 100.0 
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Table 28. Perception by farm and village women as to best 
sources of information on problems of parent-child 
relations 
Number Percent 
Classification of best sources parm Village Farm Village 
Self and own family 9 7 7.1* 10.0 
Agricultural agencies and 
8 schools - personal 7 6.6 
O
 • 
o
 
1—I 
Agricultural agencies and 
8.2 4.3 schools - impersonal 10 3 
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - personal 28 2k 23.0 34.3 
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - impersonal 1 - 0.8 -
Friends, neighbors and relatives 6 7 4-9 10.0 
Mass media3. 60 22 49.2 31.4 
Total 122 70 100.1 100.0 
^Significant at the 1 percent level. 
After the respondents had been asked what they recognized 
as the best source of information on nutrition, man-made fi­
bers and parent-child relation problems, they were asked to 
indicate to whom they would probably go for information if 
they had problems in each of these three areas. The same 
classifications were made and the same categories were used as 
with the previous question about best sources of information. 
Tables 29 through 34 list the number and percent of farm and 
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Table 29. Farm and village women who would go to the exten­
sion service for information on problems of 
nutrition 
Classification 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Extension or combinations 
including extension 
Other than extension 
39 
95 
5 
82 
29.1 
70.9 
5.7 
94.3 
Total 134 87 100.0 100.0 
Table 30. Where farm and village women would probably go for 
information on problems of nutrition 
Number 
Classification 
Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Self and own family - 1 - 1.1 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - personal 24 17 17.9 19.5 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - impersonal 17 4 12.7 4.6 
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - personal 58 32 43.3 36.8 
Friends, neighbors and rela­
tive s& 27 28 20.1 32.2 
Mass media 8 5 6.0 5.7 
Total 134 87 100.0 99.9 
^-Significant at the 5 percent level. 
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Table 31. Farm and village 
sion service for 
made fibers 
women who would go to the exten-
information on problems of man-
Number Percent 
Classification Farm Village Farai Village 
Extension or combinations 
including extension 31 1 2^ .2 1.4 
Other than extension 97 73 75.8 98.6 
Total 128 7k 100.0 100.0 
village women whose responses were classified into each cate­
gory. Again it should be noted that some of the homemakers 
interviewed did not respond to this question. 
The analysis of the data regarding perception of valid 
sources of information indicated that more of the farm women 
perceive the extension service as the best source of informa­
tion in all three problem areas and more of the farm women 
would go to the extension service for information concerning 
problems in these areas. These data were not tested statis­
tically because the categories were not mutually exclusive. 
More of the farm women believe the mass media to be the best 
source of information in all three of the problem areas than 
do the village women. More of the village women would actual­
ly go to friends, neighbors and relatives for information on 
problems of nutrition. In the other categories presented, 
either the responses were too few to be analyzed or the 
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Table 32. Where farm and village women would probably go for 
information on problems of man-made fibers 
Number Percent 
Classification Farm Village Farm Village 
Self and own family 4 1 3 .1 1.4 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - personal 26 18 20 .3 24-3 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - impersonal 11 - 8 .6 -
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - personal 36 18 28 .1 24.3 
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - impersonal 7 6 5 .5 8.1 
Friends, neighbors and relatives 36 27 28 .1 36.5 
Mass media 8 4 6 .3 5.4 
Total 128 74 100 .0 100.0 
Table 33» Farm and village women who would go to the exten­
sion service for information on problems of parent-
child relations 
Classification Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Extension or combinations 
including extension 8 0 6.9 
Other than extension 108 62 93*1 100 
Total 116 62 100.0 100 
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Table 34-» Where farm and village women would probably go for 
information on problems of parent-child relations 
Classification timber Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Self and own family 8 6 6.9 9.7 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - personal 5 4 w 6.5 
Agricultural agencies and 
schools - impersonal 6 - 5.2 -
Commercial and other profes­
sional sources - personal lt-7 28 1+0.5 45.2 
Friends, neighbors and relatives 48 21 4i-4 33.9 
Mass media 2 3 1.7 4.8 
Total 116 62 100.0 100.1 
differences were not significant. 
Ability to name community Innovators 
It is recognized that any new idea or practice that has 
been developed is adopted by others from its originating 
source, if it is adopted at all. As one person adopts the 
idea or practice, this person becomes in turn a source from 
which others can adopt the idea. The person who first adopts 
an idea in a local community has been termed a community in­
novator. The homemakers studied were asked to indicate 
whether or not there are some homemakers in the community who 
usually try new homemaking ideas and practices long before 
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Table 35» Farm and village women who could name one or more 
community innovators 
Able to name innovators 
Yes 
No 
Total 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Faun Village 
93 86 63.3 77.5 
54 25 36.7 22.5 
llt-7 111 100.0 100.0 
anyone else. This was an attempt to measure their ability to 
recognize and name community innovators in the homemaking 
field. The number and percent of farm and village women who 
were able to name one or more community innovators are listed 
in Table 35. 
A chi square test of the data presented in Table 35 
yielded a value of 6.028, which is more than the 3.841 value 
required for significance at the 5 percent level of confi­
dence, but is less than the 6.635 value required for sig­
nificance at the 1 percent level. 
An analysis of these data indicates that more of the 
village women were able to name community innovators in the 
homemaking field than farm women were. 
Reactions to innovators 
Those homemakers who were able to name community inno­
vators in this area were then asked to indicate their reac­
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tions to these innovators. Eighty-seven of the 93 farm women 
and 85 of the 86 village women who were able to name innova­
tors, responded to this question concerning their reactions 
to these innovators. Responses were classified into five 
categories, ranging from very unfavorable to very favorable. 
Actually, no responses were classified into the very unfavor­
able category. The number and percent of fara and village 
women who responded to this question that were classified 
into each category are shown in Table 36. 
Code values of from one for very unfavorable to five for 
very favorable were assigned. Using these code values, farm 
women had a mean score of 3<>97 and village women had a mean 
score of 4.20. A t-test yielded a value of 2.46, which is a 
significant value. Since it might be assumed that the young­
er women would react more favorably to innovators and that 
older women would react more unfavorable to innovators, the 
effects of age were eliminated by use of the covariance tech­
nique. This resulted in a t-value of 2.64, which is more 
than the 2.58 required for significance at the 1 percent level 
of confidence. Apparently, this assumption is not valid in 
this case. An inspection of the plotted data reveals that the 
20 and 30 year age groups had lower scores than the 60 and 70 
year age groups. 
An analysis of these data reveals that village homemakers 
react more favorably to innovators than do farm women. 
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Table 36. Reactions of farm and village women to innovators 
Number 
Reaction 
Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Very favorable 
Favorable 
Neutral 
Unfavorable 
11 
66 
6 
k 
26 
51 
7 
1 
12.6 
75.9 
6.9 
I1-.6 
30.6 
60.0 
8.2 
1.2 
Total 87 85 100.0 100.0 
Knowledge and Use of Extension 
Recognition of the extension service as a source of informa­
tion 
As indicated previously, the homemakers in the Collins 
Community were asked questions concerning their perception of 
valid sources of information in the general areas of nutri­
tion, man-made fibers and parent-child relations. They also 
were asked to indicate to what sources they would probably go 
if they had problems in each of these three areas. Following 
these questions and others about the three problem areas, the 
homemakers were asked whether or not they thought that the ex­
tension service might provide them with any information or 
help on any of the problems and, if so, on which ones. Tables 
37» 38 and 39 list the number and percent of farm and village 
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Table 37. Recognition of the extension service as a source 
of information on problems of nutrition 
Response Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Yes 131 81 89.7 74.3 
No 15 26 10.3 25.7 
Total 146 109 100.0 100.0 
Table 38. Recognition of the extension service as a source of 
information on problems of man-made fibers 
Response Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Yes 116 62 79.5 56.9 
No 30 47 20.5 43.1 
Total 146 109 100.0 100.0 
Table 39. Recognition of the extension service as a source of 
information on problems of parent-child relations 
Response Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Yes 101 61 69.2 56^ 0 
No 45 48 30.8 44.0 
Total 146 109 100.0 100.0 
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women who responded to this question in the affirmative and 
in the negative. 
Chi square tests were made of the data in Tables 37» 38 
and 39e Values of 10.531, 15*11$ and 4»&50 were obtained for 
the problem areas of nutrition, man-made fibers and parent-
child relations respectively. With a chi square value of 
3.841 required for significance at the 5 percent level and a 
value of 6.635 required for significance at the 1 percent 
level, the differences between farm and village women 
recognizing the extension service as a source of information 
or help on nutrition problems and man-made fiber problems is 
a highly significant one, while the difference on parent-child 
relation problems is significant. In all cases, more of the 
farm women recognize the extension service as a source of help 
than do the village women. 
It might be assumed that age influences these data, since 
the extension service has been an innovation within the adult 
lives of the older women and they may have recognized sources 
of information in these problem areas before they learned of 
the extension service. An attempt was made to control on age 
by making coarse age groupings. There were only 15 farm women 
who did not recognize the extension service as a source of 
help on problems of nutrition. This prevented any finer age 
grouping than "under 50 years of age" and "50 years of age 
and over." This grouping permitted the use of a four by two 
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chi square test which yielded a value of 17*533, with 11.341 
required for a highly significant difference. 
For the other two problem areas, it was possible to 
divide the farm and village women each into three age groups 
as followsî Under ij.0 years of age, 2p to 59 years of age, 
and 60 years of age and over. This permitted a six by two 
chi square test. The resulting value for the man-made fibers 
problem area was 37.649, with 15.086 being required for sig­
nificance at the 1 percent level. The resulting value for 
the parent-child relations problem area was 12.257, with 
11.070 being required for a significant difference and 15.086 
being required for a highly significant difference. In no 
case did the addition of coarse age groupings change the 
degree of significance of the data. 
An analysis of these data indicates that more of the 
farm women recognize the extension service as a source of 
Information or help on the three selected problem areas than 
do village women. 
Kinds of help desired from extension 
To all respondents who indicated that they thought that 
the extension service might provide them with information or 
help on the problem areas of nutrition, man-made fibers and 
parent-child relations, a series of questions were asked to 
secure the respondent's preferences as to how they would like 
to get this help or information from the extension service. 
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Eight commonly used extension teaching media were listed and 
the homemaker could indicate a preference for as many as she 
cared to. Some of the homemakers who had indicated that the 
extension service might provide them with information or help 
on the problems under discussion, did not indicate a prefer­
ence for how they would like to receive this information. 
The number of farm and village homemakers who listed a 
preference for receiving nutrition information from each of 
the teaching media and the percent of the total responding to 
this question who preferred each medium are listed in Table 1+0. 
Tables lj.1 and lj.2 list the same information for the man-made 
fiber problem area, and the parent-child relation problem area 
respectively. Since the categories are not mutually exclu­
sive, chi square tests using all the data in each of Tables 
1+0, 1+1 and lj.2 in turn, was not possible. However, an item 
by item test was made for the six categories with the most 
responses for each of the problem areas. The data in the 
categories "a countywide meeting and discussion" and "radio 
programs on it" were not analyzed due to low frequencies. The 
chi square values obtained from the item by item analysis of 
the responses in each of the three problem areas are listed 
in Table I4.3. 
Table I4.3 shows that either a significant or a highly 
significant difference exists in every case in the categories 
of "a Collins community meeting and discussion" and "a local 
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Table I4.O. Kinds of help farm and village women desire from 
the extension service on problems of nutrition 
Number 
Percent of total 
responding 
Kinds of help desired Farm Village Farm Village 
A countywide meeting and 
discussion 3 5 2.2 6.0 
A Collins community meeting 
and discussion 19 28 14.2 33.7 
A local Collins township 
meeting and discussion 42 13 31.3 15.7 
A personal visit in your home 
by your home economist 15 12 lie 2 14.5 
A personal visit with the home 
economist or other extension 
workers at their office at 
the college 13 7 9.7 8.4 
Pamphlets, bulletins or the 
reading material sent to you 73 48 54.5 57.8 
Television programs on it 56 48 41.3 57.8 
Radio programs on it 6 8 4.5 9.6 
Other 3 1 2.2 1.2 
Total number responding 134 83 - -
Collins township meeting and discussion." It should be point 
ed out, however, that the boundaries of the community are not 
exactly the same as the boundaries of Collins township, but 
that they are nearly so. It should be noted also that the 
sums of the percent of farm and village women responding who 
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Table lj.1. Kinds of help farm and village women desire from 
the extension service on problems related to man-
made fiber 
Percent of total 
Number responding 
Kinds of help desired parm Village Farm Village 
A countywide meeting and 
discussion 2 4 1.6 5.7 
A Collins community meeting 
and discussion 15 21 12.1 30.0 
A local Collins township 
meeting and discussion 36 8 29.0 11.4 
A personal visit in your 
home by your home 
economist 11 10 8.9 14.3 
A personal visit with the 
home economist or other 
extension workers at their 
office or at the college 11 5 8.9 7.1 
Pamphlets, bulletins or the 
reading material sent to 
you 73 39 58.9 55.7 
Television programs on it 55 40 44*4 57.1 
Radio programs on it 6 9 4.8 12.9 
Other 2 - 1.6 -
Total number responding 124 70 
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Table I4.2. Kinds of help farm and village women desire from 
the extension service on problems of parent-child 
relations 
Percent of total 
Kinds of help desired Number responding 
Faim Village Farm Village 
A countywide meeting and 
discussion 3 5 2.5 7.4 
A Collins community meeting 
and discussion 19 27 16.0 39.7 
A local Collins township 
meeting and discussion 36 5 30.3 7.4 
A personal visit in your 
home by your home 
economist 8 16 6.7 23.6 
A personal visit with the 
home economist or other 
extension workers at 
their office or at the 
college 10 10 8.4 14.7 
Pamphlets, bulletins or the 
reading material sent to 
you 65 33 54*6 48.5 
Television programs on it 51 33 42*9 48.5 
Radio programs on it 6 10 5*0 14*7 
Other 2 1 1*7 1.5 
Total number responding 119 68 - -
chose either or both of these two categories are almost 
identical; 45*5 and 49*4 percent for farm and village women 
respectively for nutrition problems, 41*1 and 41*4 percent 
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Table 43• Chi square values of kinds of help farm and village 
women desire on three selected problem areas 
Chi square values 
Kinds of help desired Nutrition Man-made Parent-child 
fibers relation 
A Collins community meet­
ing and discussion 11.495* 9.462* 13.224* 
A local Collins township 
meeting and discussion 6.602% 7.951° 13.234° 
A personal visit in your 
home by your home 
economist .518 1.332 11.021* 
A personal visit with the 
home economist or other 
extension workers at 
their office or at the 
college .084 .329 1.761 
Pamphlets, bulletins or 
other reading material 
sent to you .229 .180 .626 
Television programs on it 5.257* 2.906 .534 
aHighly significant difference in favor of the village 
women. 
^Significant difference in favor of the farm women. 
highly significant difference in favor of the farm 
women. 
^Significant difference in favor of the village women. 
respectively for man-made fiber problems and 4&-3 and 47-1 
percent respectively for parent-child relation problems. 
An analysis of the data reveals that more of the village 
women prefer help through a Collins community meeting and 
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discussion than do farm women, and that more of the farm women 
prefer a local Collins township meeting and discussion. The 
analysis also reveals that more of the village women prefer 
nutrition information through television programs and that 
more of the village women would prefer a personal visit in 
their own home with the home economist to secure parent-child 
relation information. 
Willingness to serve as organizational leaders 
The homemakers were asked to indicate whether or not 
they would be willing to help with organizing programs to 
solve problems in the areas of nutrition, man-made fibers, 
and parent-child relations. The number and percent of farm 
and village women who would be willing to help in organizing 
programs in each of the three problem areas are shown in 
Table J4J4.• 
Chi square tests using farm and village categories versus 
yes and no categories yielded values of 1.001 for the nutri­
tion problem area, 1.048 for the man-made fibers problem area 
and 3.8^3 for the parent-child relation problem area. The 
first two values are not significant. The latter value is 
more than the 3*841 value required for significance at the $ 
percent level. 
An analysis of these data indicates that more of the farm 
women than village women were willing to serve as organiza­
tional leaders for parent-child relation problems, but that 
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Table 44* Farm and village women who would be willing to help 
organize programs in three selected problem areas 
Problem areas Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
Nutrition 46 28 31.6 25.7 
Man-made fibers 27 15 18.5 13.8 
Parent-child relations 56 29 38.4 26.6 
there was no difference between the two groups as to their 
willingness to serve as organizational leaders in the nutri­
tion and the man-made fiber problem areas. 
Knowledge of facts of the extension service 
It is assumed that an individual homemaker must have some 
minimum knowledge of the extension service if she is to par­
ticipate in the programs and take advantage of the services 
offered. It might be assumed also that the greater the knowl­
edge of the extension service, how it is organized, what help 
is available, and how to obtain information or help, the 
greater the use that will be made of the service. Voland (4l) 
developed a weighted knowledge of extension facts score, based 
on the following six items : 
1. Have you heard of the extension service and its work? 
2. What are the names of the local county extension 
staff? 
3. Where is the county extension office located? 
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4. What is the extension service trying to do? 
5. What specific service does the extension service 
offer? 
6. What is the relationship between the extension 
service and the farm bureau? 
Voland's score provided a maximum of 15 points and a minimum 
of zero points. His score was developed in connection with 
his study of farm men and he gave three points to a respondent 
if he could name the county extension director, one point if 
he could name the county extension home economist, and one 
point if he could name the county extension youth assistant. 
Voland's score card was adapted for use in this study by 
reversing the points allotted for being able to name the 
county extension director and the county extension home 
economist. This revised score then gave three points if the 
respondent could name the county extension home economist and 
one point each for naming the county extension director and 
the county extension youth assistant. The possible scores 
and the number and percent of farm and village women who re­
ceived each score are shown in Table 45» 
The mean score for farm women was 8.35 and the mean score 
for village women was 5.72. A t-test yielded a value of 5.76, 
which is a highly significant value. The analysis of these 
data indicates that the farm women know more about the exten­
sion service, as revealed by the questions used in this study, 
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Knowledge of facts of the extension service by 
farm and village women 
of facts score 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
5 19 3.4 17.1 
i 0 0=7 0.0 
4 7 2.7 6.3 
0 1 0.0 0.9 
7 18 4.8 16.2 
1 5 0.7 4.5 
27 11 18.4 9.9 
16 17 10.9 15.3 
23 11 15.6 9.9 
16 3 10.9 2.7 
6 4 4.1 3.6 
8 5 5.4 4.5 
11 6 7.5 5.4 
10 3 6.8 2.7 
6 0 4.1 0.0 
6 1 4.1 0.9 
147 111 100.1 99.9 
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than do the village women. 
Help received from extension 
Homemakers were asked to indicate how much help the ex­
tension service or the county home economist had been to them 
on homemaking matters. They responded on a five point scale 
from "no help" to "very much help." The number and percent 
of farm and village women who responded in each category are 
shown in Table 1+6. 
Table 1+6. Help received by farm and village women on home-
making matters from the extension service 
Number Percent 
Amount of help Farm Village Farm Village 
Very much help 0 2 0.0 1.9 
Much help 6 7 l+.l 6.7 
Quite a bit of help 37 k 25.2 3.8 
A little help 52 15 35.li-
No help 52 76 35.4 73.1 
Total 11+7 101+ 100.0 99.9 
Code values of from zero for "no help" to four for "very much 
help" were assigned. Mean values of .98 and .50 were deter­
mined for farm and village women respectively. A t-test 
yielded a highly significant value of 1+.05. The analysis of 
these data indicates that the farm women recognize that they 
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receive more help from the extension service on homemaking 
matters than do the village women. 
Contacts with extension 
An attempt was made to determine both the kinds of con­
tacts and the number of contacts which the farm and village 
women had had with the extension service. The same diffi­
culties which Gibson (20) experienced in attempting to secure 
the number of contacts was experienced in this study. For 
example, homemakers could remember having read a newspaper 
article by an extension worker, but could not remember how 
many such articles they had read in the past year. 
A measure of the total kinds of contacts with extension 
was secured by asking each homemaker about 15 different possi­
ble types of contacts which she might have had during the past 
year.* However, no homemaker had had more than 10 kinds of 
contacts. A score was developed allowing one point for each 
kind of contact. The scores and the number and percent of 
farm and village women who received each score are listed in 
Table 1+7. The mean score for the farm women was 2.63 and the 
mean score for the village women was 1.56. A t-test yielded 
a value of 3»8l, which is more than the 2.58 required for 
significance at the 1 percent level. The analysis of these 
*See questions 82 to 97 in the village schedule and ques­
tions 100 to 115 in the farm schedule. 
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Table 1+7. Extension contact scores of farm and village women 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0 27 43 18.4 38.7 
1 28 26 19.0 23.4 
2 32 16 21.6 14.4 
3 21 12 14.3 10.8 
4 14 5 9.5 4.5 
5 7 3 4-8 2.7 
6 5 2 3.4 1.8 
7 4 2 2.7 1.8 
8 2 0 1.4 -
9 4 2 2.7 1.8 
10 3 0 2.0 -
Total 147 111 100.0 99.9 
data reveals that the farm women had more kinds of contacts 
with the extension service than did the village women. 
The kinds of extension contacts can be subdivided into 
several groups. For purposes of this study they were sub­
divided into kinds of personal contacts, kinds of mass media 
contacts and kinds of meeting contacts. Five possible con­
tacts in each of these three groups plus an "other" category 
was suggested to each homemaker. Tables 1+8, 1+9 and 50 list 
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Table 1+8. Personal contacts by farm and village 
extension 
• woine n with 
Score Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0 125 103 85.0 92.8 
1 11+ 5 9.5 4.5 
2 7 1 1+.8 0.9 
3 1 1 0.7 0.9 
4 0 1 - 0.9 
Total 11+7 111 100.0 100.0 
Table 1+9. Mass media contacts by farm 
extension 
and village women with 
Number Percent 
Score Farm Village Farm Village 
0 38 52 25.9 46.8 
1 ij-2 32 28.6 28.9 
2 37 16 25.2 14.4 
3 22 9 15.0 8.1 
4 8 2 5.1+ 1.8 
Total 147 111 100.0 99.9 
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Table 50. Contacts by farm and village women with extension 
through meetings ^ 
Score 
0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
Total 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
82 69 55.8 62.2 
27 25 18.4 22.5 
16 13 10.9 11.7 
9 2 6.1 1.8 
10 2 6.8 1.8 
3 0 2.0 
147 111 100.0 100.0 
the number and percent of farm and village homemakers who re­
ceived scores for their contacts with extension in each of 
these groups. A score was developed with one point being al­
lowed for each contact or a total score of six was possible 
for each of the three kinds of contacts. 
The mean scores on kinds of personal contacts with exten­
sion were .211 and .126 for the farm and village women respec­
tively. A t-test yielded a value of 1.23, which is not sig­
nificant. 
The mean scores on kinds of mass media contacts with ex­
tension were 1.20 and .89 for the farm and village women 
respectively. The t-test value was 1.93» which approaches 
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significance but is still a non-significant value. 
The mean scores on kinds of meeting contacts with the 
extension service were „96 and .59 for farm and village women 
respectively. A t-test yielded a significant value of 2.^ 0. 
An analysis of these data indicates that farm women had 
more kinds of contacts with the extension service than did 
village women. When these contacts were divided into personal 
contacts, mass media contacts, and meeting contacts, only the 
last grouping yielded a significant difference. 
Community Associated Factors 
As pointed out in the chapter on the review of litera­
ture, there seems to be a relationship between the feeling of 
people toward their community and its organization, their 
feeling toward their own status within the community, and 
their participation in the programs of the extension service. 
Five areas relating to these propositions were explored in 
this study. As might be expected, all the homemakers did not 
respond to all of these questions. 
Feeling of people toward the community 
The homemakers were asked to describe the feeling of most 
of the people toward the Collins community. Four possible 
answers were suggested along a continuum. The possible re­
sponses and the number and percent of farm and village women 
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Table 5l. Perception by farm and village women of the feeling 
of most of the people toward the Collins community 
Perception categories Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
People are rather indifferent, 
expressing only slight inter­
est in the affairs of the 
community. 7 7 5.1 6.7 
People are only mildly inter­
ested, but not enthusiastic 
about the community. 31 18 22.5 17.1 
People are fairly interested, 
get behind most community 
activities. 61 5k 44.2 51.4 
People seem really interested, 
they actively support pro­
grams which concern the 
community. 39 26 28.3 24.8 
Total 138 105 100.1 100.1 
who responded in each category are listed in Table 5>1. 
Using code values of from zero for the first perception 
category listed in Table £l to three for the fourth c ategory, 
yielded mean scores of 1.96 and 1.94 for the farm and village 
women respectively. A t-test yielded a non-signifieant value 
of .13* The analysis of these data reveals no difference be­
tween the perceptions of farm and village women relative to 
the feeling of most of the people toward the community. 
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Perceptions regarding organizational cooperation 
The homemakers were also asked to indicate their percep­
tion of the degree of cooperation between the organizations 
in the Collins community. The number and percent of farm and 
village women who responded to each of the four suggested 
categories are listed in Table 52. Using code values of from 
zero for the first perception category listed in Table 52 to 
three for the fourth category yielded mean scores of 1.66 and 
1.77 for farm and village women respectively. A t-value of 
.96 was determined which is a non-signifieant value. An 
analysis of these data fails to reveal any significant differ­
ence between farm and village women as far as their perception 
of the degree of organizational cooperation or conflict in 
the Collins community. 
Identification with the community 
Homemakers were asked to indicate the extent to which 
they felt that they were a part of the Collins community. 
Responses were recorded on a four point scale. The cate­
gories and the number and percent of farm and village women 
who responded in each category are listed in Table 53* Mean 
values of 1.78 and 1.97 were found for the fam and village 
women respectively, by the use of code values of from three 
for "very much" to zero for a "not at all" response. A t-
value of 1.65 was calculated. This is not a significant 
value. An analysis of the data reveals no difference of the 
123 
Table 52. Perceptions by farm and village women regarding 
the way organizations operate in the Collins 
community 
. . .  N u m b e r  P e r c e n t  
Perception of organizational Faml vlllage Parm miage 
There seems to be conflict 
between the organizations 11 12 8.1} 12.2 
Most organizations seem to 
work independently of 
other organizations 39 18 29.8 18.4 
The organizations often work 
together and cooperate 65 49 49.6 50.0 
The organizations almost al­
ways work together and 
cooperate 16 19 12.2 19.4 
Total 131 98 100.0 100.0 
extent to which farm and village women feel a part of the 
community. 
Community attitude toward the individual 
In order to have some measure of the perceptions of the 
homemakers of the way the other people in the community felt 
toward them and their organizational activities, five possible 
responses were suggested. Organizational activities were 
defined as church, clubs, farm organizations, etc. The sug­
gested responses and the number and percent of farm and vil­
lage women who responded in each category are shown in Table 
54. 
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Table 53» Extent to which farm and village women feel a part 
of the community 
Extent of identification 
Very much 
Quite a bit 
Not very much 
Very little or not at all 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
32 37 21.8 35.9 
64 34 43.5 33.0 
37 24 25.2 23.3 
14 8 9.5 7.8 
103 100.0 100.0 Total 147 
Table 54» Perception of farm and village women of the com­
munity attitude toward the individual and her 
organizational activities 
Perception category Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
They don't know me well enough 
to consider what I should do 19 10 
They know me but I don't think 
they have any particular 
feeling about what I should do 31 29 
They expect me to be a member 
of several organizations 69 48 
They expect me to be a leader 
in community activities 22 15 
It is none of their business 
what I do 4 1 
13.1 9.7 
21.4 28.2 
47.6 46.6 
15.2 14.6 
2.8 1.0 
Total 145 103 100.1 100.1 
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A chi square test was made of the data presented In 
Table 5 4-, leaving out the category "It is none of their busi­
ness what I do." This yielded a value of 1.74-3, which is 
less than the 7.815 value required for significance. Percep­
tion categories one through four were assigned code values 
of from one to four and mean scores were determined for the 
farm and village women. Using this method the mean scores 
were 1.667 for both groups and the t-value was zero. 
An analysis of these data fails to reveal any significant 
difference between the two groups regarding their perception 
of the community attitude toward the individual and her or­
ganizational activities. 
Social s t a tus in the community 
As might be suspected, not all the homemakers responded 
to the question concerning their perception of their social 
status in the community. Ten of the farm women and 24- of the 
village women failed to respond. The difference in the number 
responding was highly significant. The social classes and the 
number and percent of women who responded who placed them­
selves in each category are listed in Table 55. 
Code values were assigned of from zero for the "lower-
lower" to five for the "upper-upper" categories in Table 55* 
Mean scores of 2.77 for the farm women and 2.62 for the vil­
lage women were determined using these codes. A t-test 
yielded a non-significant value of .97• 
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Table 55» Perception of farm and village women of their 
social status in the community 
Social class 
Upper-upper 
Lower-upper 
Upper-middle 
Lower-middle 
Upper-lower 
Lower-lower 
Total 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
13 9 9.5 10.5 
14 3 
CVJ # 
O
 
1—I 
3.5 
60 38 43.8 44.2 
35 21 25.5 24.4 
9 12 6.6 14.0 
6 3 4.4 3.5 
137 86 100.0 loo.l 
An analysis of these data did not reveal any significant 
difference between the two groups so far as their perception 
of their social status in the community is concerned. How­
ever, fewer village women responded to this question than did 
farm women. 
Formal and Informal Participation 
The items to be analyzed under this heading include: 
1. Formal participation. 
2. Semi-formal participation in Collins. 
3. Semi-formal participation outside Collins• 
4» Informal participation. 
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Formal participation is defined as being a member of, 
attending meetings and activities of, serving on committees, 
or serving as an officer of a group that is organized to the 
point where it has officers, regular meetings or a constitu­
tion and by-laws. Semi-formal participation is defined as 
attending public events such as athletic contests, church 
events and others held in the local community or outside 
the community. Informal participation is defined as eating 
meals with friends or neighbors, attending parties at the 
homes of friends or neighbors, visiting, going shopping with, 
exchanging equipment with, borrowing from, or lending to 
friends or neighbors* 
Formal participât ion 
With the assistance of a participant observer a list of 
all the formal organizations in the community and a few out­
side the community to which people might belong was compiled. 
Respondents were asked whether they were a member of each of 
these organizations and, if so, were asked whether they at­
tended less than one-half of the meetings and activities of 
the organization, whether they attended more than one-half of 
the meetings and activities, whether they were a committee 
member, and whether they were an officer of the group. 
Opportunity was provided for them to list similar responses 
for any other organization not suggested. 
A formal participation score was developed using a 
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modification of the Chapin Social Participation Scale (12). 
The Chapin scale allows one point for membership in a group, 
two points for attendance of any degree, three points for 
financial contribution of any amount, four points for com­
mittee membership and five points are allowed for each office 
held. The modification used in this study was to eliminate 
the financial contribution category and to allow two points 
for attendance of less than one-half of the meetings and 
activities and allow three points for attendance of one-half 
or more of the meetings and activities. The number and per­
cent of farm and village women who received each score based 
on this scale are shown in Table 56. 
Mean scores of 13*50 and 11.1^ were calculated for the 
farm and village women respectively. A t-test yielded a 2.02 
value, which is more than the 1.96 value required for sig­
nificance at the 5 percent level, but is less than the 2.58 
value required for significance at the 1 percent level of 
confidence. 
Formal participation is known to be related to age, but 
the relationship is not linear because the younger women and 
the older women do not participate as much as do the middle 
age women. The plotting of the formal participation scores 
by ages revealed that this relationship existed in the Collins 
community. The plotted data yielded a curve resembling a 
parabola. An attempt was made to eliminate the effects of age 
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Table 56. Formal participation scores of farm and village 
women 
Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0-4 28 32 19.0 28.8 
5-9 24 20 16.3 18.0 
10-14 31 21 21.1 18.9 
15-19 30 21 20.4 18.9 
20-24 24 10 16.3 9.0 
25-29 4 4 2.7 3.6 
30-34 5 2 3.4 1.8 
35 and over l 1 0.7 0.9 
Total 147 111 99.9 99.9 
by computing a t-value using the analysis of covariance tech-
p 
nique and the regression equation: Y = aX + bX + C. This 
yielded a t-value of 1.82, which is a non-significant value. 
The analysis of these data indicates that farm women partici­
pate more in formal organizations as indicated by formal 
participation scores, but that this difference disappears 
when the effects of age are eliminated by use of the technique 
described. 
Semi-formal participation in Collins 
Semi-formal participation in Collins was measured by two 
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different methods. One was a semi-formal participation score > 
based on one point for each attendance at a public event. The 
other method was a semi-formal event participation score based a 
on one point for each kind of event attended. For example, 
attendance at five basketball games within the past year would 
have contributed five points to the semi-formal participation 
score and one point to the semi-formal event participation 
score. 
The number and percent of farm and village women who 
received each of the semi-formal participation scores are 
listed in Table 57• An analysis of these data yielded mean 
scores of 9.10 and 13*86 for the farm and village women re­
spectively. A t-test yielded a value of 3.04, which is sig­
nificant at the 1 percent level of confidence. 
The number and percent of farm and village women who 
were classified into each of the categories on the semi-formal 
event participation score are listed in Table 58. An analysis 
of these data yielded mean scores of 5.93 and 7.72 for the 
farm and village women respectively. A t-value of 2.65 was 
determined, which is a highly significant value. 
Both the semi-formal participation scores and semi-formal 
event participation scores indicate that village women par­
ticipate in the semi-formal events in the Collins community 
more than do farm women. 
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Table 57» Semi-formal participation scores of faim and vil­
lage women 
Score Number Percent 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0-4 56 36 38.4 32.4 
5-9 41 20 28.1 18.0 
10-14 20 18 13.7 16.2 
15-19 8 9 5.5 8.1 
20-24 9 7 6.2 6.3 
25-29 5 5 3.4 4.5 
30-34 3 4 2.1 3.6 
35-39 2 4 1.4 3.6 
40-44 0 3 0.0 2.7 
45-49 2 2 1.4 1.8 
50 and over 0 3 0.0 2.7 
Total 146 111 100.2 99.9 
Semi-formal participation outside Collins 
A score was developed to measure the degree of participa­
tion at public events outside the Collins community by allow­
ing one point for each attendance at any such event. The 
number and percent of farm and village women who received each 
score are listed in Table 59. 
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Table 58. Semi-formal event participation scores of farm and 
village women 
Number Percent 
Score Farm Village Farm Village 
0-4 67 39 45.6 35.1 
5-9 48 32 32.7 28.8 
10-14 21 24 14.3 21.6 
15-19 11 12 7.5 10.8 
20-21+ 0 2 0.0 1.8 
25-29 0 2 0.0 1.8 
Total 147 111 100.1 99.9 
Table 59. Scores of semi-formal parti 
Collins by farm and village 
cipation 
women 
outside of 
Number Percent 
Score 
Farm Village Farm Village 
0-4 112 89 76.2 80.2 
5-9 15 14 10.2 12.6 
10-14 6 4 4.1 3.6 
15-19 7 2 4.8 1.8 
20-24 2 1 1.4 0.9 
25-29 0 0 0.0 0.0 
30-34 2 0 1.4 0.0 
35 and over 3 1 2.1 0.9 
Total 147 111 100.2 100.0 
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An analysis of these scores yielded mean values of i|..77 
and 2.89 for farm and village women respectively. A t-value 
of 2.05, significant at the 5 percent level, was found. It 
mi^it be assumed that the younger women would be more apt to 
attend such public events outside of the community and that 
older women would be less apt to attend such events. An 
examination of the plotted data revealed such a relationship. 
An analysis of covariance technique was used to eliminate 
the effects of the difference in the ages of the two groups. 
This resulted in a non-significant t-value of .50. 
The analysis of these data failed to reveal any signifi­
cant differences between the two groups with regard to at­
tendance at public events outside the local community when 
the data had been corrected for the age difference. 
Informal participation 
A score of informal participation was developed, allowing 
one point for each informal contact within the past 6 months. 
The scores assigned and the number and percent of farm and 
village women who received each score are shown in Table 60. 
Mean scores of 61,65 and 85.86 were determined for farm and 
village women respectively. A t-value of 2.12 was determined, 
which is a significant value. 
An analysis of these data suggests that village women 
participated more in informal activities with friends and 
neighbors than did farm women. 
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Table 60. Informal participation scores of farm and village 
women 
Number Percent 
Score Farm Village Farm Village 
0-24 31 35 21.1 31.5 
25-49 36 20 24.5 18.0 
50-71+ 1+0 20 27.2 18.0 
75-99 18 8 12.2 7.2 
100-121+ 9 5 6.1 4.5 
I25-I49 7 4 4.8 3.6 
150-171). 1 1 0.7 0.9 
175-199 2 6 1.4 5.4 
200-221+ 0 4 0.0 3.6 
225-21+9 2 0 1.4 0.0 
250-274 0 0 0.0 0.0 
275-299 0 3 0.0 2.7 
300 and over 1 5 0.7 4.5 
Total 147 111 100.1 99.9 
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DISCUSSION 
Implications for Home Economics Extension Programs 
This pilot study was an attempt to examine numerous 
characteristics and attitudes of farm and village women that 
would influence and affect the administration of a home 
economics extension program. 
One of the more striking differences between the two 
groups of women was the difference in age, the mean age of 
the village women being 7*81 years older than the mean age 
of the farm women. Because of the suspected influence that 
this difference would have on numerous other factors, age was 
used as a control, where possible, to determine whether dif­
ferences between farm and village women actually existed or 
whether the apparent differences between the groups was due 
to age. An example was the apparent difference between the 
two groups on high school home economics participation which 
disappeared when the effects of age were eliminated. 
It should be pointed out, however, that even though the 
difference in high school home economics participation was 
shown to be related to age rather than place of residence, 
the difference does exist and the extension educator would 
need to keep this fact in mind as plans are made regarding 
what to teach and how to teach the two groups of homemakers. 
The same fact applies to other items where differences were 
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demonstrated and where the differences were shown to be 
related to factors other than place of residence. 
Another striking difference was the number of women who 
worked outside the home for pay. Some question might be 
raised about the importance of this difference since many 
farm women probably worked outside the home helping with farm 
work and no measure of the number of women who did help on 
the farm and the amount of time spent on such work was made. 
On the other hand, women who helped with farm work might not 
be as restricted to a definite schedule as those who worked 
at a regular job and thus could attend extension home econom­
ics program activities that are scheduled during the daytime 
while those women restricted by a regular daytime working 
hours schedule could not attend. 
Of the selected values held by the homemakers that were 
studied, it appears that there were no differences between the 
two groups except that the village women rated the value of a 
college education for their children as significantly more 
important than did the farm women. If the difference indi­
cates their value toward education in general, it might mean 
that the village women would be more interested in partici­
pating in adult education programs for themselves. However, 
they have not participated in the adult evening classes of 
the public schools any more than the farm women have. If the 
difference is indicative of greater interest of the village 
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women in their children and seeing that they get a good start 
in life, this might mean that they would be interested in 
nutrition, parent-child relations, and money and time saving 
tips that would enable them to devote more of their resources 
to their children. In any event, it would seem that the ex­
pressed difference concerning the importance of a college 
education for their children would not interfere with or 
detract from the participation of the village women in a 
home economics extension program. 
The rank order of the 21 homemaking problems studied was 
practically identical for the two groups. Only two problems 
were rated as more important by one group than by the other. 
One of these was the problem of having adequate facilities 
such as soft running water, inside toilet facilities, and 
sewage disposal. As might be expected the farm women rated 
this as more of a problem than did the village women. The 
other homemaking problem that was rated as more important by 
one group than the other was the problem of money management, 
which was more of a problem with the village women. Since no 
comparable measure of income is available, it is not known 
whether or not the higher degree of importance placed on the 
problem of money management is a result of less income on the 
part of the village people. Certainly programs by the exten­
sion service could be organized to assist the homemakers in 
securing the most from available resources. 
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Although the current use of the recommended practices 
that were studied was practically identical and the two 
groups of homemakers indicated that they required about the 
same amounts and kinds of information before they would adopt 
a new idea, the farm women rated themselves as above average 
on keeping up on and adopting new homemaking ideas and prac­
tices while the village women rated themselves slightly below 
averageo This might be a perception or these might be actual 
differences since numerous ideas and practices were not 
studied. Since the farm women rated themselves significantly 
higher in this area it might be easier to "sell" them on new 
ideas and practices and the result might be a faster rate of 
adoption for the farm women. 
The farm women make more use of radio as a source of 
homemaking information although the scores of both groups 
were very low. The mean for the farm women was half way 
between "seldom" listening to one program a day and "usually" 
listening to one program a day that offers homemaking informa­
tion. The village women have more of their contacts with 
neighbors and friends in the Collins community while the farm 
women have more contacts with both relatives and neighbors 
and friends living both in and outside of Collins. In terms 
of opportunities for new ideas to be gained, the latter group 
should have a distinct advantage due to the greater extent of 
their contacts. However, the village group with their more 
139 
localized visiting patterns would have more of an opportunity 
to see a new idea work once it was introduced into the com­
munity. Perhaps it is due to this highly localized visiting 
pattern that the village women are more able to identify in­
novators and to have more of an opportunity to see the re­
sults of their innovations. At any rate, they were more able 
to identify innovators and indicated that they react more 
favorably to them than do farm women. 
No differences could be demonstrated between the two 
groups as far as their feeling toward the community, their 
identification with it and their perceptions of the organiza­
tional cooperation or conflict in the community, the community 
attitude toward the individual, or their social status in the 
community. 
The farm women have a higher degree of participation in 
formal organizations than do the village women while the 
latter group has a higher degree of participation of the 
semi-formal type in Collins. The farm women have a higher 
degree of participation of the semi-formal type outside of 
the Collins community. The village women have a higher degree 
of participation of the informal type. The last mentioned 
difference might be accounted for by the fact that the village 
women live in closer proximity to each other and it is more 
convenient to visit, borrow from, and participate in activi­
ties with their neighbors. This difference is in line with 
11+0 
the visiting patterns discussed earlier. The difference in 
formal participation is an important one from the standpoint 
of conducting extension programs with and through organized 
groups; many of which are organized for other purposes in 
addition to participation in home economics extension programs. 
The difference in formal participation would seem to make it 
easier to conduct extension programs with the farm women, al­
though the knowledge of this difference would enable adjust­
ments to be made and more emphasis placed on other media for 
the village women. 
More of the differences between the two groups occurred 
in the section on knowledge and use of extension than in any 
other section. These differences were to be expected since 
no concerted effort had been made to involve the village 
women directly in the programs and activities of the service. 
The farm women recognized the extension service as a source 
of information more than did the village women, they knew more 
about the service, had had more kinds of contacts, particular­
ly meeting type of contacts, and had received more help from 
the service. The village women, however, wanted about the 
same kinds of help from the service that the farm women wanted 
and, although fewer of them indicated willingness to serve as 
organizational leaders for programs, a sufficient number of 
village women did indicate such willingness that there would 
be an ample number available. 
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The most obvious conclusion from the study is that the 
number of similarities between the village and farm women 
studied outnumber the differences. 
The general conclusion is made that the same program of 
home economics extension work could be conducted with the 
farm and village women in the Collins community, but that in 
order to expect reasonably similar results, an educational 
program regarding the extension service, its organization, 
the services available, and ways and means of using the serv­
ice would have to be conducted with the village women. 
An aggressive educational program of home economics ex­
tension could be conducted with the village women within the 
general objectives of the extension service. The program 
planning procedure would need to include representatives of 
the village women in the planning process although the many 
similarities between the two groups would suggest very little 
difference in program content between a program planned by 
the village group and one planned by the farm group. Simi­
larities in values, homemaking practices, and homemaking 
problems would be particularly significant in the planning 
stages of a program. The planning work with the village women 
might be carried out in conjunction with an educational pro­
gram on the extension service itself as suggested earlier. 
The differences in the teaching objectives that would be 
formulated for programs for the two groups would be minor to 
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non-existent provided the expected similarity of program con­
tent mentioned in the preceding paragraph materialized. One 
possible exception would be that since fewer village women 
have had home economics work in high school, it might require 
that the starting point with the village women be at a 
slightly more elementary level than with the farm women. 
The plan of work for accomplishing the teaching objec­
tives would need to be slightly different for the village and 
the farm women. The village women would not be expected to 
participate in daytime meetings and activities as much as the 
farm women, particularly if held by a formal organization. 
The larger number of village women who work outside the home 
and the lesser degree of participation in formal organizations 
by village women would be factors affecting the level of par­
ticipation by the village women. It would be expected, how­
ever, that once an idea or practice were introduced into the 
village, that it would spread to the women quite rapidly. 
This would be expected because the village women visit more 
with friends and neighbor? within the Collins community, their 
informal participation is higher, their semi-formal participa­
tion within the community is higher, more of them recognize 
community innovators, and they have a more favorable attitude 
toward the innovators. The resources expended by the exten­
sion staff member to introduce new ideas to a few of the vil­
lage homemakers could be expected to yield valuable results. 
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On the other hand, the farm women would be expected to 
pick up more ideas from outside the community because of their 
higher participation in semi-formal activities outside the 
community and because of their visiting patterns which include 
more contacts with people outside the community. This would 
suggest that less intense work would be needed with the farm 
women of the community. More of the farm women perceived the 
mass media as being a valid source of information in the 
three problem areas analyzed. This would suggest more use of 
the mass media with the faim women, although more of the vil­
lage women wanted information on problems of nutrition via 
television. The preference of the village women for "Collins 
community meeting and discussion" and the preference of the 
farm women for "Collins township meeting and discussion" as 
means of securing information on the three problem areas 
studied, indicates that care should be taken by the extension 
staff member in labeling meetings as either township or com­
munity meetings. 
Execution of the plan of work and methods of evaluation 
would be similar for both groups according to the objectives 
and plan of work formulated and used. 
The conduct of an aggressive program of home economics 
extension work with the village women would not necessitate 
any changes in organizational structure or operational pro­
cedure . 
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It might be suggested that an educational effort with 
the village women to inforai them of the extension service, 
assistance it can offer, and ways and means of using the 
service be carried out at an early date• Such an effort could 
be followed by a program in home economics extension work for 
the community as a whole. It would be suspected that if this 
were done, that the educational results obtained with the farm 
and village women in the community would be comparable. 
Recommendations for Further Research 
Since the present study was of a pilot nature and was 
limited to one community, the suggestion could be made that 
the same or a similar study be conducted in other communities 
of similar size to determine the extent to which the data 
from this study could be generalized to other communities. 
If such study or studies were to be made, some suggestions 
might be made concerning additional items to be studied. 
These might include: 
1. Number of children living at home and ages of 
these children. 
2. Length of residence in the community. 
3. Level of living. 
1+. Income. 
5>. Use of magazines, newspapers and other printed 
material as sources of homemaking information. 
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In addition to the above, the social psychological vari­
ables of perception and self image are being increasingly 
recognized as important factors in social participation and 
in the adoption of new ideas. Future studies should take into 
account the most recent findings in these two areas. 
If the extension service is to expand its services to 
women in the towns and cities, then studies similar to the 
present one should be conducted in towns and cities of varying 
sizes, possibly in a city in the 2500 to 5000 population 
group, one in the 5000 to 25,000 population group and one in 
the group of cities of over 25,000 population. 
The suggestion was made in this study that an educational 
program about the extension service be conducted with the vil­
lage women of the Collins community. A study to measure the 
effectiveness of such a program would be in order, particular­
ly if the extension service decides to place more emphasis on 
being of service to the women of the villages, towns and 
cities of Iowa. 
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SUMMARY 
The Cooperative Extension Service in Agriculture and Home 
Economics of Iowa State College is charged with the responsi­
bility of conducting educational programs in agriculture, home 
economics and related areas with the people of Iowa. Very 
little work is being done with women who live in the numerous 
village centers in the state. 
The purpose of the study was to examine the characteris­
tics and attitudes of farm and village women and to study the 
implications of these characteristics and attitudes on the 
administration of a home economics extension program, par­
ticularly with the village women in the community. The data 
for the study were gathered from II4.7 women who are heads of 
households who reside on farms and 111 women who are heads 
of households who live in the village center in the Collins, 
Iowa community. 
The village women were found to be more than seven years 
older on the average than the farm women, and more of the 
village women work outside the home for pay. The village 
women placed greater importance upon a college education for 
their children, had more of a problem with money management 
but less of a problem with having adequate facilities than 
did the farm women. The village women thought that they were 
below average in keeping up to date on homemaking practices 
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while the farm women rated themselves above average. The 
village women made less use of radio as a source of homemak-
ing information than did the farm women. The village women 
visited more about homemaking matters with their neighbors 
and friends in the local community while the farm women 
visited more with relatives as well as neighbors and friends 
and did this visiting both within and outside of the local 
community. The village women were more able to name community-
innovators and they reacted more favorably to them than did 
farm women. The village women did not participate in formal 
organizations as much as did the farm women but the village 
women rated higher on semi-formal participation in the local 
community and in informal participation. 
The most striking differences between the two groups of 
women were in their knowledge and use of the extension serv­
ice. More of the farm women recognized the extension service 
as a source of information on three selected problem areas, 
they knew more about the service, had received more help from 
it, and had had more kinds of contacts with the service than 
had the village women. 
However, no differences were demonstrated between the 
two groups in their educational level and some related educa­
tional items, the degree of importance placed on 10 values 
and 19 homemaking problems, their current use of recommended 
practices, the procedure used in adopting a new practice, 
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their use of television as a source of homemaking information 
their reaction to the community, their status in it, the atti 
tude of the community toward them, and most of their ideas 
regarding the kinds of help desired from the extension serv­
ice . 
The general conclusion is reached that the same home 
economics extension program could be conducted with the vil­
lage and the farm women but, in order to expect comparable 
results from the two groups, an educational program regarding 
the extension service, the services available and ways and 
means of using the service should be conducted with the vil­
lage women prior to launching a full scale program with the 
village groupo 
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APPENDIX A. INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR FARM WOMEN 
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Sources of Information & Farm Practices 
Department of Economics & Sociology 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
Iowa State College 
Wife 
( ) full time faraer Sample code 
( ) part time fanner Schedule No. 
Interviewer 
Date 
Editor. 
1. Interviewee 
2. Name of Spouse 
3. Have you lived on a farm continuously since you completed your formal 
schooling? Yea No 
4. How many years since you completed your formal schooling have you lived 
on farm? 
5. How much of your life up to age 16 did you spend on the farm? 
( ) All 
( ) Part 
( ) None 
6. Do you have children? Yes No 
(if Yes) Age of sons 
Age of daughters 
y. Are there other people that live with you besides your husband and children? 
Yes No 
8. (if Yes) Who Relation if any 
9. Do you work off the farm for pay? Yes No 
(If Yes) 
10. Type of work 11. Where 12. Number of days per year 
13, Does any other member of your household (besides spouse) 
(l8 and over) work off the farm for pay? Yes No 
(If Yes) 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
2k 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30, 
31. 
156 
-2-
Who 15. Type of work 16.Where 17. Number of days per year 
What was the last grade of formal schooling that you completed? 
1-7 , 8 , 9-11 , 12 , 13-15 , 16 , 17 
(If attended high school) Did you take home economics in high school? 
Yes No (Tf Yes) How many years? 
Were you a member of Future Hcmemakers of America? Yes No 
Were you a member of 4-H clubs? Yes No 
(If Yes) How many years? 
Have you attended adult evening classes? Yes No 
(If Yes) How many years? 
(if attended college) What was your major? 
(If applies in terms of children and age of children) 
Are or have any of your children been enrolled in 4-H Club work? Yes No 
Are or have any of your sons been enrolled in Vocational Agriculture? Yes No_ 
Are or have any of your daughters been enrolled in Vocational Homemaking? Yes 
No 
What is your age? 
How many years have you been married? 
Bo you have a radio? Yes No 
(If Yes) Do you listen to any radio programs giving homemaking information? 
Yes No 
(If Yes) From what station? (open end) 
Frequency of Listening 
Station 32. Program 33. Almost always Usually Seldom 
( ) WO I Homemakers Half Hour 9:00-9:30 
Martha Duncan ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Women's Forum, 3:15-3:30 
Martha Duncan ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
other, specify others, specify 
( ) 
other, specify others, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
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34. (if have radio) Do you listen to any radio program giving farm information? 
Yes No 
35. (If Yes) From what station? (open end) 
Frequency of Listening 
Station 36. Program 37. Almost always Usually Seldom 
( ) WO I ( ) Down to Earth, 
Williams, 6:00 a.m. ( ) ( ) ( ) 
) Farm Facts, McGinnis, 
noon ( ) ( ) ( ) 
) Market News, spotted thru day ( ) ( ) ( ) 
) 
other, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) WHO ( ) PLsmbeck, noon show ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) ) ( ) ) 
other, specify 
( ) ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
other, specify 
38. Do you have a television set? Yes No 
39. (If Yes) Do you listen to any television programs giving homemaking information? 
Yes No 
UO. (if Yes) From What Station? (open end) 
Frequency of listening 
Station 4l. Program 42. Almost always Usually Seldom 
( ) W0I Your Home Hour, 3:00-3:30 
Bernice Hulin 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
other, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) WHO Today, 9:00-10:00 
Arlene Francis 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
other, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) 
other, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
(If have television) Do you listen to any television programs giving farm 
Information? Yes No 
44. (If Yes) What station? (open end) 
Frequency of Listening 
Station 45. Program 46. Almost always Usually Seldom 
( ) WO I Service Wagon, Williams ( ) ( ) ( ) 
noon 
Con't. 
Station 
( ) WOI 
( ) WED 
( ) 
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Program 
Frequency of Listening 
Almost always Usually Seldom 
( ) Farm Facts ( evening) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) Down to Earth (evening) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) 
other, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) RFD, Plambeck, noon ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) 
other, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
other, specify 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
47. Can you give mo t^e names of the three or four people you most frequently talk 
to about household and homemaking problems? 
Name 48. Location 49. Relative, neighbor, prof. 
50. Where do you most frequently talk to these people about these problems? 
51. Have your neighbors or friends or other people visited your place during the 
past year to observe some particular thing you have done around your home or 
household? Yes No 
52. (If Yes) What phase of your home or household 53. Who 
54. Managing a household and home is a pretty complex operation. What do you 
think is the greatest problem in managing a household and home? 
You have just mentioned what you think is a major problem to you. Here is a 
list of things that are problems to some people. Would you please rate the 3 
most important problems on this list that you feel you have in relation to your 
household and home? (Hand respondent card with problem list and check problem 
rating b010:7) 
Bating 
) 1. Maintaining adequate nutritional standards in the family's diet. 
) 2. Preserving food—canning and freezing. 
) 3- Planning meals and food preparation for meals. 
) 4. Parent child relations—guiding young children or helping teenagers 
to adjust. 
) 5- Husband and wife relations—having happy relationships with your 
husband. 
) 6. Buying and care of the man made fabrics such as dacron and nylon. 
) 7. Sewing and making clothing for the family. 
) 8. Buying clothing for the family 
) 9. Buying and maintenance of major pieces of equipment such as 
washers, vacuums, freezers. 
) 10. Proper use of wall and floor coverings. 
) 11. Buying and arrangement of furnishings. 
) 12. Proper use of color and color combinations in the home. 
) 13. Kitchen or laundry arrangement for attractiveness and efficient 
management. 
) 14. Efficient use of time and energy. 
) 15. Having adequate facilities such as soft running water, inside toilet 
facilities, sewage disposal. 
) l6. Adequate and convenient storage space for food, clothing, toys, etc. 
) 17. How to entertain guests properly. 
) 18. Money management—budgeting to get the most out of the resources 
available. 
) 19. Bights and responsibilities of women in legal matters dealing with 
property, debts, farm transfers, etc. 
) 20. Sources and management of credit. 
) 21. Proper relationship between expenditures for farm and home to get 
most total satisfactions for the family. 
) 22. Proper lighting of the home. 
If check problem with several items in it underline one or ones most important. 
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On the back of the card are three problems areas that are important problems to 
many farm families in this area..(comment on agreeing or not agreeing with them) 
...Me would like to ask you your ideas on these problem areas. 
ORGANIZE ORGANIZE 
RATE WHAT KNOW INFORMATION COMMUNITY NEIGHBORHOOD , 
1. Nu­
tri­
tion 
' 
2. Man 
made 
fibers 
1 
\ 
3. Parent 
child 
relation 
1 
i 
! 
: 
1 
. ... 
1 
1 
RATE If the above have not been rated on previous page, get rating of importance on 
problem and place in rate column. 
WHAT as you see it what is the best source of information on this problem 
(ask this for each problem area and record in WHAT column). 
KNOW Of those people you know about, who do you think knows the most about..... 
(ask this for each problem area and record name and location in KNOW column) 
INFORMATION Of those people you know about, to whom Would you probably go for 
information on...(Ask for each problem area and record name and 
location in INFORMATION Column). 
We have been talking mainly about what are the best sources for information 
about this problem. I'd like to ask a couple questions now about organizing 
people to work on this problaa. 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER If the people of the Collins community wanted to set up 
some sort of a program to work on...(specify problem above).. .who do you think 
would be the best person in the community to take the lead in organizing it? 
(record in COMMUNITY column). 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZER If the people of Collins community decided to set up 
some sort of a program to work on.. .(Specify problem above)...who in your neigh­
borhood—the 5 to 10 persons that live close to you here— would you think would 
be best to help organize it. (Record in NEIGHBORHOOD column). 
59, Are there any of the problem areas you would be willing to help with organizing? 
Yes No 
60. (If YES) Which ones? Nutrition Fibers Parent child Relations 
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61. Do you think the Extension Service might provide you with any information or 
help on any of the problans we have been talking about? Yes No 
62. (If Yes) Which ones? Nutrition Fibers Parent children relation . 
63. (if Yes) How would you like to get this help or information from the Extension 
Service? 
Parent 
Nutrition Fibers child Relation 
1. A county wide meeting and discussion 
2 .  A Collins community meeting and dis­
cussion 
3. A local Collins township meeting and 
discussion 
4. A Personal visit in your home by 
your Home Economist 
5. A personal visit with the Heme 
Economist or other Extension work­
ers at their office or at the college 
6. Pamphlets, bulletins or the reading 
material sent to you 
7. Television programs on it 
8. Radio programs on it 
9. Other, specify 
64. Are there some homemakers in the community that usually try new homemaking ideas 
and practices long before anyone else? 
Name Specific Example 
65. What do you think of them? 
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66. Are there any of your neighbors (the 5 or 10 people who live cloee to you here) 
who usually try new homemaking ideas and practices before anyone else? 
Name Specific Example 
6?. How Important do you think it is to a homemaker'e efficiency that she keep up 
on and adopt the latest practices and ideas about household management, new 
equipnent, nutrition, home beautification, etc? 
Not too Important , important , very important , 
an absolute necessity . 
68. Gemment 
69. How important do you think it is to the bememaker's prestige—the way other 
homemakers regard her—that she keep up on and adopt the latest recommended 
practices and ideas? 
Not too important , important , very important 
an absolute necessity . 
70. Comment 
71. How would you classify yourself in relation to keeping up with new ideas and 
practices? 
( ) I try anything new that comes along. 
( ) If I ses or hear of a new idea and know a little about it, I try it. 
( ) I like to read up and pretty thoroughly understand an idea before I try it. 
( ) i like to talk over a new idea with some other persons or several 
people before I try it. 
( ) I like to actually see if the idea works ( demonstration, see it at 
neighbors or friends, see it at store or dealers) before I try it. 
( ) I just don't like to try new ideas. 
72. Thinking of your home and household as a whole how would you rate yourself on 
keeping up on and using new homemaking ideas and practices? 
Quite a bit above average , above average , about average , 
a Hiiiie €3£8# **er#g* - - . 
J'iCZîJÏ?'* % 
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We all know that most homemakers adopt a lot of new practices. Some practices 
are good for some people but not for others. We also know that in most cases 
you don't adopt a new idea as soon as you hear about it—you want to know a 
lot about it before you decide. We might say you go through a series of steps 
in adoption. We vould^llke to ask you some questions about where you get 
information as you go through these various steps. 
(As questions in left margin below under each major heading until get yes 
answers, then to following question, ask following questions about only one 
practice under each major heading) 
AWARENESS Where or from whom did you first see or hear about..... 
- (read in the practice or idea and enter answer in awareness column) 
INFORMATION After you first heard about... .where or from whom did you first 
get additional more detailed information about... .(read in practice 
or idea, enter answer in information column) 
APPLICATION After you had enough information to know quite a lot about.... 
where or from whom did you get the Information that helped you 
decide whether or not to really try it for yourself, (read 
practice or idea, enter answer in application column) 
TRIAL After you decided to try out....for yourself, where or from whom did you 
get the most information or help on....where to get it....what kind to 
get....how to use it....how to handle it....(read practice or idea, 
enter answer in trial column) 
ADOPTION After you once tried....for yourself, how did you decide whether or 
not to continue using it—actually adopt it. (read practice and 
fill in answer in adoption column) 
WHEN would you say you first heard about....(read practice or idea and enter 
date in awareness column) 
WHEN did you first try it out for yourself....(enter in trial column) 
WHEN did you adopt the idea-—decided to continue using it as much as possible? 
(enter in adopt column) 
C9T 
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73. 
IMPROVED PRACTICE 
Do you use the new 
man made fabrics 
such as orIon, dacron 
and nylon for outer 
gansante such as 
coats, dresses, 
blouses ani ohirts. 
74. 
NEW PRACTICE 
MO NEW EQUIPMENT 
Do you use frozen 
orange juice or 
other frozen juice 
concentrates? 
Awareness 
(Time) 
Information Application Trial 
(Time) 
Adopt 
(Time) 
75. Do you use prepared 
packaged baking 
mixes? 
76. Do you use powdered 
milk? 
77» Do you use the new 
furniture or rug 
shampoos? 
MEW PRACTICE 
MEW EQUIPMENT 
78. Do you freeze your owi" 
own vegetables or 
fruit? 
79. Do you have an 
automatic clothes 
washer? 
80. Do you have 
automatic 
clothes dryer? 
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We would like to ask you a few questions about some of the practices you 
follow. 
8l. On the average how much milk do each of the members of your family use 
Less than Pt, Pt. Less than Qt. Quart More than Quart 
Husband (  )  (  )  (  )  (  )  (  )  
Wife (  )  (  )  (  )  (  )  (  )  
Chil5rea over 2 y^ars ( )  (  ) )  (  )  (  )  (  )  
old 
82. On the avere.33 how often do members of your family get a serving of 
oranges, grapefruit, tomatoes or their juices 
Every day Every few days Less often 
Husband ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Wife ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Children ( ) ( ) ( ) 
On the average how often do your breakfasts include milk, 
a cereal? 
fruit and eggs or 
Every day Every few days Less often 
Husband ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Wife ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Children ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Which of the garments that you usually buy are Sanforized or made of san­
forised material? 
shirts house dresoes men's work clothes 
apron better drsas dresses slims 
Do you usually take a rest period sometime during each day? Yes No 
86. Have you had your teeth examined in past year? Yes No D.A. 
87. Has your hv.ebe.nd had his teeth examined in the past year? Yes No D.A. 
88, (if any children 3 or older) have your children over 3 years of age had their 
teeth examined in the psac yee.i-? Yea No Scaie have, come haven't 
89. Have you had a complete physical exam by a doctor in peat year? Yes No. 
90. Has your husband had a complete physical exam by a doctor in the past year? 
Yes No 
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91. (If children) have they had a physical exam during the past year? Yes No 
Some have, some haven't 
92. (if have children at home, have all your children teen vaccinated or 
immunized for 
Small pox Tee No 
Diphtheria Yes No 
Whooping cough Yea No 
Extension Section 
93. Have you heard of the County Extension Program? 
Yes No (If No skip to question 95 ) 
94. (If Yes) Do you know the names of any people that work for the Extension 
Service? Yes No (if Yes) Who? 
( ) Gauger (C. J. Carlyle 
( ) Christy (Jim) 
( ) Zeiner (Jacky) 
( ) 
other, specify 
95. (if no) Have you heard of the work done by C. J. Gauger, the County Agent, or 
Jacky Zeiner and County Home Economist, or Jim Christy, the County 
Youth Assistant who works with 4-H clubs? Yes No : 
Comments 
96. Where is your nearest Extension office located? 
Knows Doesn't Know 
97. (if Yes) From your knowledge of County Extension programs, what would you say 
they are trying to do or accomplish? 
98. As you understand it, what kinds of information and assistance are available 
from the Extension Service? 
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99. How much help would you say the Extension Service or the County Heme Economist 
has been to you on homemaking matters? 
( ) no help ( ) much help 
( ) a little help ( ) very much help 
( ) quite a bit of help 
During the past year: (Write in number of times in column headed "contact".) 
BOEING THE PAST YEAR 
100. Have you visited the County Home Economist 
or the County Agent's office? 
101. Has the County Home Economist ever 
visited your home 
102. Have you talked about homemaking matters 
by telephone with the County Heme Economist? 
103. Have you read a circular letter sent out 
by the County Home Economist? 
104. Have you read a newspaper article written 
by the County Home Economist? 
105. Have you requested any form of written informa­
tion such as a circular, or bulletin from the 
County Home Economist or County Agent? 
106. Have you seen a TV program on which the 
County Home Economist or Extension worker 
talked about homemaking matters? 
107. Have you heard a radio program on which the 
County Home Economist or other Extension workers 
talked about homemaking matters? 
108. Has your home ever been used for a demonstration 
or farm tour by the County Home Economist. 
109. Have you attended any local meetings here in 
the Collins community where the Home Economist 
discussed any of the following 
Freezer meals 
Foundation garments 
Home lighting 
110. Have you attended any local meetings here in the 
Collins community where the County Agent 
discussed any of the following : 
Farm Outlook in Information 
Public and World Affairs 
Contact Idea Idea Idea 
1 2 3 
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C on tact Idea Idea Idea 
1 2 3 
111. Have you attended any local township meetings 
here in the Collins community where one of your 
local ladies demonstrated the following; 
Textile painting ( ) ()()() 
Block printing ( ) ()()() 
Gift wrapping ( j  ( ) ( ) ( )  
Weed Center pieces ( ) ()()() 
112. Hi&ve you attended any 4-H club activity of any 
kind? ( ) ()()() 
Specify 
113. Have you attended any meetings on the campus of 
Iowa State College ( ) ()()() 
Family Life Conference ( ) ()()() 
other, specify 
llU. Have you had any other contacts with the County 
Extension staff? 
)  ( ) ( ) ( ?  
Specify 
115. Do you ever go directly to the college to get 
information or to talk to someone about homemaking 
matters? 
(Specify) ( ) ()()() 
(  )  ( ) ( ) ( )  
!  (  )  ( ) ( ) ( )  
(  )  ( ) ( ) ( )  
ll6. During the past year have you gotten any ideas from the County Heme Economist 
or the Extension program that you have used? Yes No Don't know 
(If Yes) What would you say are the two or three most important ideas? 
1. 
2. 
3. 
117* Now can you tell me where you got these ideas-^which of the above contacts 
with the County Home Economist or County Agent gave you the idea? (Check 
columns Idea 1, Idea 2, Idea 3 above) 
Comments 
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118. Ab you understand it, what is the relation between the Farm Bureau and the 
Extension Service? (open end) 
( ) Completely separate 
( ) Separating them 
( ) They used to be together 
( ) They are related 
( ) They are about the same or the same 
Significant statements : 
We would like to ask you several questions about the Collins community 
119» How would you describe the feeling of most of the people toward the Collins 
community 
1. ( ) People are rather indiffsrent, expressing only slight interest in 
the affairs of the community. 
2. ( ) People are only mildly interested, but not enthusiastic about the 
community. 
3. ( ) People are fairly interested, get behind most community activities. 
I»., ( ) People seem real interested, they actively support programs which 
concern the community. 
120. How would you describe the way the organizations operate in the Collins 
community? 
( ) There seems to be conflict between the organizations 
( ) Most organizations seem to work independently of the other organizations. 
( ) The organizations often work together and cooperate. 
( ) The organisations almost always work together and cooperate. 
121. To what extent do you feel a part of the Collins community? 
Very much , quite a bit , not very much , 
very little or not at all . 
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Which of the following statements best describes how you think the community 
feels about _g>u and your organizational activities (church, clubs, faxm 
organization*) in the community* 
( ) They don't know me well enough to consider what I should do, 
( ) They know me but I don't think they have any particular feeling 
about whet I should do. 
( ) They expect me to be a member of several organizations. 
( ) They expect me to be a leader in community activities. 
( ) It is none of their business what I do. 
If all the people in the community were ranked according to how much regard 
the rest of the community has for them, where do you think you would be 
ranked—the lower third—the middle third , or the upper third 1 
Would you be in the upper half or lower half of that third? 
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124. In teime of what you want out of life how important would you say the following 
things are to you? 
Very 
Impor­
tant 
Quite 
Impor­
tant 
Impor­
tant 
Not 
Very 
Empor­
tant 
Un­
impor­
tant 
( ) 1. Having money to buy all the 
household équipaient you want. 
( ) 2. Owning a farm debt free 
( ) 3. Being able to take vacations 
and trips with the family 
( ) 4. Security in old age—enough 
money to retire on at 65 or so 
( ) 5. College education for the 
children 
( ) 6. Having a comfortable house that 
the family will enjoy and be 
proud of 
( ) 7. Being free of debt 
( ) 8. Being respected by neighbors, 
friends and other community 
members 
( ) 9. Having enough land and other 
resources to set the children 
up in fanning 
( ) 10. Having influence in community 
affairs 
( ) 11. Having a good insurance and in­
vestment program to protect you 
and the family if anything should 
happen to your husband 
( ) 12. Having good health 
( ) 13. Having a satisfactory family life— 
a happy family that gets along 
together 
( ) 14. Are there other things that are 
important to you in life 
( ) 15. (specify) 
( ) (specify) 
Out of this list which 2 or 3 of these do you think is most important 
(Place rating to left of numbers) 
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125. Have you ever talked these things over with your husband? 
Yes Ko D.A. 
126. (if Yes) How frequently would you say you have talked these things over? 
) less than once a year 
) once a year 
) several times a year 
) once a month 
) every week or so 
) almost every day 
Now we would like to know if you or your family belong to any formal 
organizations —that is organizations that have a set of officers, 
regular meetings and activities, etc.—such as church, farm organizations, 
lodges, social groups, etc. 
127. Organization Participation 
Other over 
Head Wife 18 specify 
1 2 
Church: regular Sunday 
service 
specify denomination 
Church : Sunday school 
Church : Wan en1 e 
Organization 
specify 
Church: Men's 
Organization 
specify 
Church: other 
specify 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/S 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend lees l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
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Organization Participation 
Other over 
Head Wife 18 specify 
128. Farm Organization: 
Farm Bureau, Grange, 
Farmer's Union & 
Cooperatives 
specify 
specify 
129. Veterans' Organization 
Legion, VFW, 40 & 8 
specify 
Auxiliary 
specify 
130. Lodges: Such as Masons, 
Eastern Star, Rebekahs, 
Odd Fellows 
specify 
specify 
specify 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Organization 
17k 
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Particlpatlon 
Other over 
Head Wife 18 specify 
131. School oriented: 
such as Band Mothers, 
ÏTA, etc # 
specify 
specify 
132. Clubs: Garden, Study, 
Social, Card 
specify 
specify 
Civic: Lions, Fireman, 
etc. 
specify 
specify 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Ccomittee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
2 3 
Organization 
133. Sporte and recreationali 
euch ae Saddle Club, 
Square Dance Club, 
Isaac Walton, Nevada 
Country Club 
specify 
specify 
134. Misc. and all other 
political 
specify 
specify 
specify 
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Partlclpatlon 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend, less l/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend lees l/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Other over 
Head Wife 18 specify 
(if any of these organizations or their main meetings are outside of Collins 
community, note the location in organization column). 
135. Do you or your husband (or others over 18 reported on) hold any other offices 
such as on School Board , Soil Conservation Service , ACP , Town 
Council , Township Trustee , 4-H Leader , FHA, FFA, 4-H 
Advisors 
Other 
, other county or state offices. 
(Write in H (husband) or W (wife) or 1, 2, 3 to represent others.) 
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Nov we are Interested in knowing what public events you or members of 
your family might have taken part in or attended: (ask number of times 
during year where appropriate). 
How many times during the past year have you attended or participated in the 
following in the Collins community? 
Husb. Wife Others over 
18 
136. Sporting Contests 12 3 
Basketball 
Baaeball_ 
Football 
Wrestling 
Rodeo 
Horse Show (Saddle Club) 
Other (specify) 
137. Church Sponsored 
Community Affairs 
World day of prayer , L 
Good Friday, Monday, & 
Thursday service sponsored 
by the Methodist, Christian 
and United Brethren 
Mother -daughter banquet 
sponsored by Methodist Church 
Christian church bazaar 
Christmas programs presented by 
Sunday schools of Methodists, 
Christian and United Brethren 
Methodist Smorgasboard : 
Others (specify) 
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Husb, Wife Others over 18 
12 3 138. Events connected with the school 
C cmmenc ement . 
Baccalaureate 
Band parents breakfast 
Senior class play 
Alumni Banquet 
Other (specify) 
139. Public Activities 
sponsored by Saddle Club: 
Card Party (Feb. ) 
Box Supper (March) 
White elephant sale (March) 
Horse and pony sale 
Fun show 
l40. How about other community 
events such as: 
Lion Club Amateur Hite 
Lions Club ice cream social 
at the park 
Legion furniture auction 
Farm sales or auctions 
Baby picture contest 
Farm Bureau women's 
pancake breakfast 
Memorial Day services at 
the cemetery 
Other (specify) 
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l4l. Do you usually attend such events with people in addition to your immediate 
family? Yes No 
(If Yes) Who are the other people you usually attend with? 
(Circle if relatives) 
142. Do you attend similar events such as athletic contests, concerts, stage 
shows, plays, lectures, fairs, fun nites, etc. outside of the Collins 
community? Yes No 
l4]. (If Yes) Please list them. 
Husb. Wife Others 18 or over 
l44. Do you usually attend such events with people in addition to your Immediate 
family? Yes No 
(If Yes) Please list them. (Circle if relatives) 
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Now if we may, we would like to talk to you about some of your more informal 
activities with people other than your immediate family. (Circle if 
relatives) 
How many times since the first of the year have you— 
Number With Whom 
145. Eaten meals with friends or 
neighbors—invited them in or 
went to their house. 
146. Been at a party or played cards 
at friends' or neighbors' homes. 
147. Visited with friends or neighbors in 
your home or their home. 
148. Gone to town or gone shopping with 
friends or neighbors. 
How many times in the past year have you— 
14$. Gone camping, fishing or hunting 
with friends or neighbors, 
150. Exchanged work, tools or equipment. 
151. Borrowed or lent food, money, etc. 
152. Other forms of informal activity. 
- (Specify) 
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APPENDIX B. INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR VILLAGE WOMEN 
l8l 
Sources of Information & Farm Practices. 
Department of Economics & Sociology 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
Iowa State College 
TCWN SCHEDULE 
Sample Code_ 
Schedule No. 
Interviewer 
Date 
Editor 
1* Interviewee 
2, Name of Spouse 
Are you married? Yes No 
(if Yes) Do you have children? Yes No 
(if Yes) Age of sons 
Age A? daughters 
Are there other people that live with you besides your husband and children? 
Yes No 
(if Yes) Who Relation if any 
What is your husband's occupation? 
Do you work outside the home for pay? Yes No 
Type Of work 10, Where 11. Number of days per yeair 
Do you own or rent your home? 
182 
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3.3; What was the last grade of formal schooling that you completed? How about 
your husband? 
Wife 1-7 8 , 9-11 12 , 13-lg 16 , 17 
Hi. Husband 1-7 , 8 , 9-11 , 12 , 13-15 , 16 , 17 
15» (If attended high school) Did you take home economics in high school? 
ïes No Didn't attend high school, 
16, (If Yes) How many years? 
17* Were you a member of Future Homemakers of America? Yes No 
18, VIere you a member of lt-H clubs? Yes No 
19» (if Yes) How many years? 
20, Have you attended adult evening classes? Yes No 
21, (if Yes) How many years? 
22* (if attended college) What was your major? 
(If applies in terms of children and age of children) 
23* Are or have any of your children been enrolled in U-H Club work? Yes No 
21;» Are or have any of your sons been enrolled in Vocational Agriculture? 
Yes No 
25. Are or have any of your daughters been enrolled in Vocational Homeinaking? 
Yes No 
26* What is your age? 
27, Your husband's age? 
28* How many years have you been married? 
29# How many years have you lived here in Collins? 
30. Do you have a radio? Yes No 
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32. (if Yes) Do you listen to any radio programs giving homemaking information? 
Yes No 
(If Yes) From what station? (open end) 
Frequency of Listening 
Station Program Almost always » Usually-Seldan 
( ) WOI Homemakers. Half Hour 9:00-9:30 
Martha Duncan ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Women's Forum, 3:15-3:30 
Martha Duncan ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) otheifcspecify others, specify ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) "other, speciry others, specify ( ) ( ) ( ) 
32» Do you have a television set? Yes No 
33, (If Yes) Do you listen to any television programs giving homemaking informa­
tion? Yes No 
3lu (If Yes) From What Station? (open end) 
Frequency of listening 
Station 35» Program 36» Almost always Usually Seldom 
( ) WOI (Panoranja) 
Your Home Hour, 3:00-3:30 ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Bernice Hulin 
( ) 
other, specify (  ) (  ) (  ) 
Today, 9:00-10:00 
Arlene Francis 
(  ) (  ) ( .  ) 
other, specify (  ) (  ) < ) 
( ) otner, specixy ( ) ( ) ( ) 
181). 
37. Can you give me the names of the three or four people you most frequently talk 
to about household and homemaking problems? 
Name Jd» Location 39. Relative, neighbor, prof. 
h09 Managing a household and home is a pretty complex operation. Whad do you 
think is the greatest problem in managing a household and home? 
185 
-5-
You have just mentioned what you think is a major problem to you. Here is a 
list of things that are problems to some people. Would you please rate the 3 
most important problems on this list that you feel you have in relation to your 
household and home? (Hand respondent card with problem list and check 
problem rating below) 
Rating 
1* Maintaining adequate nutritional standards in the family's diet» 
2. Preserving food—canning and freezing. 
3. Planning meals and food preparation for meals. 
U» Parent child relations—guidinç young children or helping 
teenagers to adjust, 
5. Husband and wife relations—having happy relationships with 
your husband, 
6. Buying and care of the man made fabrics such as dacron and nylon. 
7. Sewing and making clothing for the family. 
8» Buying clothing for the family 
9« Buying and maintenance of major pieces of equipment such as 
washers, vacuums, freezers, 
10, Proper use of wall and floor coverings, 
11, Buying and arrangement of furnishings, 
12, Proper use of color and color combinations in the home. 
13, Kitchen or laundry arrangement for attractiveness and efficient 
management, 
lit. Efficient use of time and energy. 
15# Having adequate facilities such as so£t running,water, inside 
toilet facilities, sewage disposal. 
16, Adequate and convenient storage space for food, clothing, tq^s, etc, 
17, How to entertain guests properly, 
18, Money management—budgeting to get the most out of the resources 
available, 
19, Rights and responsibilities of women in legal matters dealing 
with property, debts, business transfers, etc, 
20, Sources and management of credit, 
21, Proper lighting of the home, 
(if check problem with several jfcems in it underline one or ones most 
important. 
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On the back of the card are three problems areas that are important problems to 
many farm families in this area.,(comment on agreeing or not agreeing with them) 
,. .We would like to ask you your ideas on these problem areas. 
ORGANIZE ORGANIZE 
Nu­
tri­
tion 
V » AUIv*» US VViUWHAii. * • «UiWiU/ViUiWV*/ 
! 
Man 
made 
fiber ? 
Par en' 
1 
unixa. 
relation ! 
; i 
i . : 
i ! 
U2. 
uu. 
A, RATE If the above have not been rated on previous page, get rajbing of 
importance on problem and place in rate column, v 
B. WHAT as you see it what is the best source of information on this 
problem,,,(ask this for each problem area and record in WHAT column) 
C. KNOW Of those people you know about, who do you think knows the most 
about...(ask this for each problem area and record nam# and location 
in KNCW column) 
D. INFORMATION Of those people you know about# to whom would you probably go 
for information on,.(Ask for each problem area and record 
name and location in INFORMATION column). 
We have been talking mainly about what are the best sources for informa­
tion 4bout this problem. I'd like to ask a couple questions now about 
organizing people to work on this problem, 
E. COMMUNITY ORGANIZER If the people of the Collins community wanted to set 
up some sort of a program to work on..(specify problem aTtove),.who do you 
think would be the best person in the community to take the lead in 
organizing it? (record in COMMUNITY column). 
F. NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZER If the people of Collins community decided to set 
up some sort of a program to work on..(specify problem above)..who iâ yeŒ* 
neighborhood—the $ to 10 persons that live close to you here—would you 
think would be best to help organize it, (Record in NEIGHBORHOOD column), 
1*5» Are there any of the problem areas you would be willing to help with 
organizing? Yes No 
(If YES) Which ones? Nutrition. Fibers Parent child Relations 
U7» Bo you think the Extension Service might provide you with any information or 
help on any of the problems we have been talking about? Yes No 
U8« (if Yes) Which ones? Nutrition Fibers Parent children relation 
U9» (If Yes) How would you like to get this help or information from the Extension 
Service? 
Parent 
Nutrition Fibers child Relation* 
A county wide meeting and discussion 
A collins community meeting and dis­
cussion 
A local Collins township meeting and 
discussion 
A Personal visit in your home by 
your Home Economist 
A personal visit with the Home 
Economist or other Extension work­
ers at their office or %t the college 
Pamphlets, bulletins or the reading 
material sent to you 
Television programs on it 
Radio programs on it 
Other, specify 
i. • . • • 
50 Are there some homemakers in the community that usually try new homemaking 
ideas and practices long before anyone else? Yes No 
51, Name 52» Specific Example 
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53» What do you think of them? (Favorable, unfavorable - show off's, etc,) 
5U. How important do you think it is to a homemaker1 s efficiency that she keeps 
up on and adopt the latest practices and ideas about household management, 
new equipment, nutrition, home beautification, etc? 
Not too important; , important , very important , 
an absolute necessity . 
£$$• Comment 
56» Hew important do you think it is to the homemaker - s prestige—the way other 
homemakers regardher—that she keep up on and adopt the latest recommended 
practices and ideas? 
Not too important important , very important 
an absolute necessity 
57, Comment 
58o How would you classify yourself in relation to keeping up with new ideas and 
practices? 
I try anything new that comes along. 
If I see or hear of a new idea and knew a littlefo about it, I try it. 
I like to read up and pretty thoroughly understand an idea- before I 
try it* 
I like to talk over a new idea with some other persons or several 
people before I try it» 
I like to actually see if the idea works (demonstration; see it at 
neighbors or friends, see it at store or dealers) before I try it, 
I just don't like to try new ideas. 
59. Thinking of your home and household as a whole how would you rate yourself on 
keeping up on and using new homemaking ideas and practices? 
Quite a bit above average , above average , about average 
.t, 
a little below average 
-9-
Vt'e all know that most homemaker s adept a lot of new practices. Some practices 
are good for some people but not for others. We also know that in most cases 
you don't adopt a new idea as soon as you hear about it—you went to know a 
lot about it before you decide. We might say you go through a series of steps 
in adoption. We would like to ask you some questions about where you get 
information as you go through these various steps, 
(As questions in left margin below under each major heading .until get jobs 
answers, then to following question, ask following questions about only one 
practice under each major heading) 
A AWARENESS Where or from whom did you first see .oy hear about***,* 
(read in the practice or idea and enter answer in awareness column) 
B INFORMATION After you first heard about... .where or from whom did you first 
get additional more detailed information about....(read in 
practice or idea, enter answer in information column) 
C APPLICATION After you had enough information to know quite a lot about*.., 
where or from whom did you get the information that helped you 
decide whether or not to really try it for yourself, (read 
practice or idea, enter answer in application column) 
D TRIAL After you decided to try out.,,,for yourself, where or from whom did you 
get the most information or help on...,where to get it....what kind to 
get....how to use it....how to handle it,..,(read practice or idea, 
enter answer in trial column) 
E ADOPTION After you once tried,.».for yourself, how did you decide whether or 
not to continue using it—actually adopt it, (read practice and 
fill in answer in adoption column) 
WHEN would you say you first heard about,...(read practice or idea.and enter 
date in awareness column) 
WHEN did you first try it out for yourself.... (enter in trial < Vnnn)' 
WHEN did you adopt the idea, .decided to continue using it as much as possible? 
(enter in adopt column) 
691 
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À.Awareness b,Information C.Application D,Trial E.Adopt 
(Time) (Time) (Time) 
60. IMPROVED PRACTICE j 
Do you use the new 
man made fabrics ! 
such as orlon, dacron j 
and nylon for outer —— 1 
garments such as ! 
coats, dresses, 
blouses and shirts, 
61. NEW PRACTICE 
NO HEW EQUIPMENT 
1. Do you use frozen 
orange juice or 
other frozen juice 
concentrates? 
2. Do you use prepared 
packaged baking 
mixes? 
3, Do you use powdered 
milk? 
Do you use the new 
it. furniture or rug 
shampoos? 
62. NEW PRACTICE 
NEW EQUIPMENT 
1. Do you freeze your own 
vegetables or fruit? 
Locker 
"Freezer 
_0ther (specify) 
Do you have an 
automatic clothes 
washer 
3. Do you have 
automatic clothes dryer? 
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We would like to ask you a few questions about some of the practices you 
follow. 
63 • On the average how much milk do each of the members of your family use 
Less than Pt, Pt. Less than Qt. Quart More than Quart 
Husband (  )  (  )  (  )  (  ) (  : )  
Wife (  )  (  )  (  )  (  )  (  )  
Children over 2 years (  )  (  )  ( )  (  )  (  )  
old 
6U. On the average how often do the members of your family get a serving of 
oranges, grapefr^ t, tomatoes or their juices. 
Every day Every few days Less often 
Husband ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Wife ( ) C ) ( > 
Children ( ) ( ) ( ) 
65. On the average how often do your breakfasts include milk, friut and eggs or 
a cereal? 
Every day Every few days Less often 
Husband ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Wife (_J (__) ( ) 
Children ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Which of the garments that you usually buy are Sanforized or made of san­
forized material? 
shirts house dresses men's work clothes 
apron better dress dresses slips 
Do you usually take a reat period sometime during each day? Yes No 
Have you had your teeth examined in past year? Yes No D.A. 
Haa your husband had his teeth examined in the past year? Yes No D.A. 
(If any children 3 or older) have your children over 3 years of age had their 
teeth examined in the past year? Yes No Some have, some haven't 
Have you had a complete physical exam by a doctor in past year? Yes No 
Has your husband had a complete physical exam by a doctor in the past year? 
Yes No 
66. 
67* 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
„&2 
73« (If children) have they had a physical exam during the past year? Yes No_ 
Some have# some haven't 
7h» (if have children at home# have all your children been vaccinated or 
immunized for 
Small pox Yes No 
Diphtheria Yes No 
Whooping cough Yes No 
Extension Section 
7$, Have you heard of the County Extension Program? 
Yes No (If No skip to question 7% ) 
76, (If Yes) Do you know the names of any people that work for the Extension 
Service? Yes Ko (If Yes) Who? 
( ) Gaugher (C.J^ Carlyle) 
( ) Christy (Jim) 
( ) Zeiner (Jacky) 
( ) 
other^Bpecify 
77* (If No to 75) Have you heard of the work done by C, J, G auger, the County 
Agent, or Jacky Zeiner and County Home Economist, or Jim 
Christy# the County Yough Assistant who works with U-H Clubs? 
Yes No 
Comments 
78, Where is your nearest Extension office located? 
Knows Doesn't Know,. 
79* (If Yes to 75 or 77) From your knowledge of County Extension programs, 
what would you say they are trying to do or accomplish? 
80. As you understand it, what kinds of information and assistance are avaibble 
from the Extension Service? 
81, 
82, 
83. 
8U. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88, 
89, 
90, 
91, 
92, 
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How much help would you say the Extension Service or the County Home Economist 
has been to you on homemaking matters? 
( ) no help ( ) 
( ) a little help ( ) 
( ) quite a bit of help 
much help 
very much help 
During the past year: (Write in number of times in column headed "contact",) 
Number of Contacts 
DURING THE PAST YEAR 
Have you visited the County Home Economist 
or the County Agent's office? 
Has the County Home Economist ever 
visited your home? 
Have you talked about homemaking matters 
by telephone with the County Home Economics? 
Have you read a circular letter sent out by 
the County Home Economist? 
Have you read a newspaper article written 
by the County Home Economist? 
Have you requested any form of written informa­
tion such as a circular or bulletin from the 
County Home Economist or County Agent? 
Have you seen a TV program on which the 
County Home Economist or Extension worker 
talked about homemaking matters? 
Have you hear a radio program on which the 
County Home Economist or other Extension workers 
talked about homemaking matters? 
Has your home ever been used for a demonstration 
or farm tour by the County Home Economist? 
Have you attended any local meetings here in 
the Collins community where the Home Economist 
discussed any of the following 
Freezer meals 
Foundation garments 
Home lighting 
Have you attended any local local meetings here in the 
Collins community where the County Agent 
discussed any of the following: 
Farm Outlook in Information 
Public and World Affairs 
tife. 
other, specify 
96. Have you had any other contacts with the County 
Extension staff? 
Contact 
93« Have you attended any local township meetings 
here in the Collins community where one of your 
local ladies demonstrated the following: 
Textile painting ( ) 
Block printing ( ) 
Gift wrapping ( ) 
Weed Center pieces ( ) 
9U» Have you attended any U-H club activity of any 
kind? ( ) 
Specify 
95. Have you attended any meetings on the campus of 
Iowa State College? ( ) 
Family Life Conference ( ) 
Specify 
97. Do you ever go directly to the college to get 
information or to talk to someone about homemaking 
matters? 
(Specify) who or what ( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
98, As you understand it, what is the relation between the Farm Bureau and the 
Extension Service? (open end) 
Completely separate 
Separating them 
They used to be together 
They are related 
They are about the same or the same 
Significant statements: 
19£ 
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We would like to ask you several questions about the Collins community 
99» How would you describe the feeling of most of the people toward the Collins 
community? 
1. ( ) People are rather indifferent, expressing only slight interest in 
the affairs of the community. 
2. ( ) People are only mildly interested, but not enthusiastic about the 
community. 
3» ( ) People are fairly interested, get behind most community activities* 
h* ( ) People seem real interested, they actively support programs which 
concern the community. 
100. How would you describe the way the organizations operate in the Collins 
community? 
( ) There seems to be conflict between the organizations 
{ ) Most organizations seem to work independently of the other organizations, 
( ) The organizations often work together and cooperate, 
( ) The organizations almost always work together and cooperate, 
101. To what extent do you feel a part of the Collins community? 
Very much , quite a bit , not v?ry much , 
very little or not at all « 
102. Which of the following statements best describes how you think the community 
feels about you and your organizational activities (church, clubs, farm 
organizations) in the community? 
( ) They don't know me well enough to consider what I should do. 
( ) They know me but I don11 think they have any particular feeling about 
what I should do. 
( ) They expect me to be a member of several organizations. 
( ) They expect me to be a leader in community activities, 
( ) It is none of their business what I do. 
103. If all the people in the community were ranked according to how much regard 
the rest of the community has for them, where do you think you would be rank­
ed—the lower third—the; middle third , or the upper third ? 
Would you be in the upper half or lower half of that third? 
lOli. In terms of what you want out of life how important would you say the follow­
ing things are to you? 
jl lery 
Empor­
tant 
Quite 
Impor­
tant 
Impor­
tant 
Not 
Very 
Impor­
tant 
Un­
impor­
tant 
(' ) 1« Having money to buy all the 
household equipment you want. 
( ) 2. Owning a home debt free 
( ) 3» Being able to take vacations 
and trips with the family 
( ) It. Security in old age—enough 
money to retire on at 65 or 
so 
( ) 5» College education for the 
children 
( ) 6. Having a comfortable house 
the family will enjoy and 
be proud of 
( ) 7» Being free of debt 
( ) 8. Being respected by neighbors 
friends and other community 
members 
( ) 9. Having enough resources to 
set the children up in 
their chosen occupation 
( )10. Having influence in comm­
unity affairs 
( )11. Having a g>od insurance 
and investment program 
to protect you and the 
family if anything should 
happen to your husband. 
( )12. Having good health 
( )13» Having a satisfactory 
family life—a happy 
family that gets along 
together 
i 
( )llt. Are there other things that 
are important to you in life j 
( )15. (specify) 
(specify) i i i 
Out of this list which 3 of these do you think is most important? 
(Place rating to left of numbers) 
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105- Have you ever talked these things over with your husband? 
Yes No D.A. 
106. (If Yes) How frequently would you say you have talked these things over? 
( ) less than once a year 
( ) once a year 
( ) several times a year 
( ) once a month 
( ) every week or so 
( ) almost every day 
Now we would like to know if you or your family belong to any formal organiza­
tions—that is organizations that have a set of officers, regular meetings 
and activities, etc.—such as church, farm organizations, lodges, social 
groups, etc. 
Other over 
10?. Organization Participation Head Wife 18 specify 
1 
Church: regular Sunday Member 
service Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
2 I 3 
specify denomination Officer 
Church: Sunday School Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Church: Women's Member 
Organization Attend less 1/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
specify Officer 
Church: Men's Member 
Organization Attend less 1/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
Committee 
specify Officer 
Church: other Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend l/2 or more 
specify Committee 
Officer a 
Organization 
-18-
Participation 
Other over 
Head Wife 18 specify 
109. Farm Organization: 
Farm Bureau, Grange, 
Farmer's Union & 
Cooperatives 
specify 
110. Veterans' Organization 
Legion, VïW, bO & 8 
specify 
Auxiliary 
specify 
111. Lodges : Such as Masons, 
Eastern Star, Rebekahs, 
Odd Fellows 
specify 
specify 
112. 
specify 
School orientedî 
such as Band Mothers, 
PTA, etc. 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 
Attend 1/2 
Committee 
Officer 
1/2 
or more 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
i 
• 
1 
1 
I 
i 1
1 
1 
i 
1 i 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Organization 
I I I  
Participation Head Wife 
Other over 
18 specify 
113. 
specify 
Clubs: Garden, Study, 
Social, Card 
specify 
specify 
111*. Civic : Lions, Fireman, 
etc. 
specify 
115. 
specify 
Sports and recreational: 
such as Saddle Club, 
Square Dance Club, 
Isaac Walton, Nevada 
Country Club 
specify 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/6 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
_________________________ Member 
specify Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Organization Participation 
Other over 
Head Wfie 18 specify 
.116. Misc. and all other 
political 
specify 
specify 
spe cify 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
Member 
Attend less 1/2 
Attend 1/2 or more 
Committee 
Officer 
(If any of these organizations or their main meetings are outside of Collins 
community, note the location in organization column). 
117. Do you or your husband ^(or others over 18 reported on) hold any other offices 
such as on School Board , Soil Conservation Service , AGP , 
Town Council , Township Trustee , U-H Leader , ÏHA, FFA, 
U-H Advisors , other county.» or state offices . 
Other . 
(Write in H (husband) or W (wife) or 1, 2, 3 to represent others.) 
201 
—21— 
Now we are interested in knowing what public events you or members of 
your family might have taken part in or attended: (ask number of times 
during year where appropriate). 
ending July 1 
How many times during the past year/have you attended or participated in the 
following in the Collins community? 
Husb, Wife Other over 
18 
1 
118. Sporting Contests 
ÇwlwftsU 
Ç&wtoU 
Twlfr&l 
Mee 
.%#>) 
(gpgçify) 
119. Church Sponsored 
Community Affairs 
World day of. grayer 
Goçd#friday, .Monday^ k 
Thursday service sponsored 
by the Methodist, Christian 
an d # Uni ted . Brethren e 
Mother-daughter banquet 
sponsored. by. Methodist^ Church. 
Christian church bazaar 
Christmas programs presented by 
Sunday schools of Methodists, 
C^rjg^an, apd. Unit ed . Bre thren., 
Methodist Smorgasboard 
Others. Specify) 
202 
«22-
.120. Events connected with the school: 
Commencement 
Çtfç&Wmt? 
Band . parents .breakfas 1. 
Sçnj-or. class e play 
AlumnieBanquet 
Others ^ specify) 
121. Public Activities 
sponsored by Saddle Club: 
<*3rd.P9rfry.lFet>.) 
jsxSupper . (March) 
White# elephant sale#(March# 
Horseeand # pony.sale 
Fun show 
122. How about other community 
events such as: 
Lion Club Amateur Nite 
Lions Club ice cream social 
at the park 
Legion furniture.auc tione 
fare. §&??. 9r.evçi4?w... 
Baby# pic ture #contest 
Farm Bureau women's 
.pancake.breakfast e 
Memorial Day services at 
the ceremony 
Husb, WI^cl Others over 18 
1 3 
2 
k 
Other#(specify) 
203 
-23-
123. Do you usually attend such events with people in addition to your immediate 
family? Yes ' No 
(If Yes) Who are the other people you usually attend with? 
(Circle if relatives) 
12lt. Do you attend similar events such as athletic contests, concerts, stage 
shows, plays, lectures, fairs, fun nites, etc. outside of the Collins 
community? Yes No 
125. (If Yes) Please list them. 
Husb. Wife Others 1? or over 
126. Do you usually attend such events with people in addition to your immediate 
family? Yes No 
(if Yes) Please list them. (Circle if relatives) 
20k. 
-Sit-
Now if we may, we would like to talk to you about some of your more informal 
activities with people other than your immediate family. (Circle if relatives) 
How many times in the past 6 months have you— 
127. Eaten meals with friends or 
neighbors—invited them in or 
went to their house. 
Number With Whom 
of Times 
128. Been at a party or played cards 
at friends1 or neighbors* homes. 
129. Visited with friends or neighbors in 
your home or their home. 
130. Gone to town or gpne shopping with 
friends or neighbors. 
How many times in the past year have you— 
131. Gone camping, fishing or hunting with 
friends or neighbors. 
132. Exchanged work, tools or equipment. 
133. Borrowed or lent food, money, etc. 
13U. Other forms of informal activity. 
(Specify) 
135. Would you mind telling us roughly what your total family income is. 
Under $2000 6000 - 69999 
2000 - 2999 7000 - 7999 
3000 - 3999 8000 - 8999 
UOOO - U999 Over 9, MO 
5000 - 5999 
